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Mary Gerritse, who carried the mail to Cannon Beach between 1897 
and 1912 and whose team of horses pulled the Shark's cannon out of the 
sand in 1898, was our friend and neighbor, as was Paul Bartel, who 
built the cement base for the cannon in 1921. They were among the 
early homesteaders in the area, and still had cows on their places 
(probably not allowed in the city now). Mary gave my brothers and | 
her canvas mail sack to play with. 


Leonard Gerritse Jr., Mary's grandson, recently submitted her 
Journal to the Clatsop County Historical Society. Her journal was 
published serially in the CUMTUX quarterly magazine starting with the 
Summer 1987 issue. 


While in high school, | published "The Cannon", Cannon Beach's 
first newspaper in 1949 and_ 1950 which advocated incorporation of 
Cannon Beach as acity. The County Court had requested incorporation 
for street maintenance since 1930, but it wasn't approved by voters 
until the sanitation plant needed financing in 1955. (The Cannon 
editions are preserved in book form, a time capsule of Cannon Beach 
about forty years ago.) 


Cannon Beach was named by Jim Austin in 1891 before the Shark's 
cannon had been found. But Cannon Beach was at Arch Cape then. This 
booklet reveals the details of how the present city of Cannon Beach, 
hometown of my youth, came to receive its name. This is the history 
and heritage.of the 1821 U. S. Navy Schooner "Shark", which wrecked on 
the South Spit of the Columbia river on 10 September 1846. 


Jim Dennon 

2724 Highway 101 North 
Seaside, Oregon 97138 
Phone (503) 738-5467 
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Introduction to History of U.S. Schooner "Shark" 


The United States Schooner "Shark" was built at the Washington 
D.C. Navy Yard, launched May 17, 1821. The drawing on the cover 1S 
courtesy of the Columbia River Maritime Museum. She was 198-tons and 
carried ten cannonades firing 18 pounder shot, plus two "Long-Tom 
guns firing 9-pounder shot. After a career of suppressing piracy in 
the West Indies and the slave trade off the coast of Africa, she was 
assigned to Pacific duty in 1839 and was the first U.S. war ship to 
pass east to west through the Strait of Magellan. 


Lt. Neil M. Howison was in command of the U.S.S. Shark when he 
received orders from Commodore Sloat on April 1, 1846 to proceed to 
Honolulu for repairs and to procure two whale boats and as many 
provisions as he could stow, then sail directly to the Columbia river. 
Howison was instructed to proceed up the Columbia river and take a 
survey of conditions in Oregon Territory relating to the Canadian 
border negotiations then in progress. He was to accomplish this in 
time to leave the Columbia by September ist and return to San 
Francisco with his report. 


The Shark was repaired and newly coppered at Honolulu and sailed 
on June 23, 1846, arriving at Astoria (then Fort George) on July 19, 
1846. Unknown to the Shark crew, the Canadian border was settled at 
Washington D.C. on June 15, 1846 even before they left Honolulu. 
Nevertheless, the survey proceeded as ordered. They stopped to help 
another vessel in distress and were late getting back to the mouth of 
the Columbia. While attempting to cross the bar on September 10, 1846 
they were wrecked on the south spit. Miraculously, no lives were 
lost. Part of the wreckage with three cannonades attached later came 
ashore south of Hug Point. Midshipman Simes of the Shark crew was 
sent to that location and managed to remove one of the cannons and 
move it to dry sand. 


In 1891, James P. Austin moved to the spot where the cannon was 
Supposed to be buried in the sand, and established a post office there 
which he named "Cannon Beach". Austin died in 1894 without finding 
the cannon, but he named Cannon Beach. A _ storm in January 1898 
uncovered the cannon, and it was discovered by mailman George Luce, of 
Nehalem. John and Mary Gerritse brought their team of horses from 
Nehalem and pulled the cannon out of the sand, along with the capstan 
that was with it. In 1921, Paul Bartel built the cement base on which 
it is now mounted. The cannon was privately owned until 1956 when it 
was donated to the public by Mel Goodin, and moved to the highway on 
an acre donated by George Van Vleet. The original Shark cannon and 
capstan are displayed with an Oregon history marker adjacent to where 
the cannon was found in 1898 at Arch Cape. Two replicas were cast in 
1952 and are displayed at the north and south entrances to the present 
city of Cannon Beach. Originally, "Cannon Beach" was at Arch Cape. 
The evolvement of the name northward to the present city took place in 
1922. Before that, the town had been called Elk Creek and Ecola. 


The crew of the wrecked Shark made their way back to Astoria. 
Lt . Howiston went to Ft. Vancouver and obtained supplies and the crew 
built some dwellings known as "Shark houses" or "Sharksville', where 


they lived until passage was obtained on the Cadboro back to San 
Francisco. 


During the time the Shark's crew remained at Astoria from 
September 13, 1846 until they boarded the Cadboro on November 16, 
1846, they carved a memento on a rock in the bay, along with names of 
the crew. This rock was covered up with sand when the bay was filled 
in as the city of Astoria was built over it. When the buildings were 
leveled by the great fire of December 8, 1922, the location of the 
rock under 13th and Exchange streets was open again. The Astoria 
chapter of the D.A.R. suggested excavating and removing the rock, 
which was done by the Astoria Kiwanis Club in 1926. Only the top of 
the original rock was cut away which has incriptions noting the losses 
of both the Shark on Sept.10, 1846 and the Industry on March 16, 1865. 
Shark Rock was mounted and displayed in Niagara Park from 1926 until 
1965, when it was moved for prominent display in the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum. The sword next to it was found on the south spit by 
John Johnson, then principal of Warrenton High School, and is believed 
to have belonged to a Shark officer. 


Jim Austin, who named Cannon Beach in 1891 for the Shark's 
cannon, was also the fifth postmaster of Seaside, and was instrumental 
in naming Seaside as well. My family has lived here for a _ half- 
century, and it was our privilege to know Mary Gerritse and Paul 
Bartel. 


On the following pages are the fascinating details of this 
history given chronologically as it happened. In lieu of a 
bibliography, information sources are referenced in place. My thanks 
to the Columbia River Maritime Museum, Clatsop County Historical 
Society, Oregon Historical Society, and Astor Memorial Library for 
the materials which made this compilation possible. 


Jim Dennon 
January, 1988 


aE e4een= 
Sa GE 


, 


th Paes ot Se 
x rol 


Cpe ete NY Maden Pe Doble i 
Carnage 6 8 larg, IE! 

aw Se heh pe are” fall Poel 5 

1 of go tent 18 ators Drab at ¢ ccna oe 


Schooners ALLIGATOR, SHARK, DOLPHIN, 47d PORPOISE, 1821. 


Lrraught for four Choorus /42/ 


Ain, Lovghty 
Hhard belt of Washorgtor Mery Nord 
: Poctireuth — * . 
> * ferfor = a 
 Phuhodejphra °  * 


Ourrentien$s 
lerg th bet porps Aas 
Beam moulded 4- I~ 


Par trewhart 


Ou PV from FP 
Prat hk fooce YB (Sheba TI 
Fate hotew, a SI Soo Pb lS rom AP 


Ober WL proreddel, J'9 apart 
Be ttecks spaced £0" 


Belerences 194-48, THUG A TIRAB TREE 
eonw Dest Jagert a ri tres trams, 


1820 - 1821 Origin of the United States Schooner "Shark" 


The drawings and history of the U.S.S. Shark are in "The History 
of The American Sailing Navy" by Howard I. Chapelle. The United 
States decision to suppress piracy in the West Indies required the 
construction of five small schooners: suitable for the service. Four 
of these were the Baltimore Clipper design by William Doughty. They 
were needed immediately, so were built simultaneously in different 
Navy yards: The "Alligator" at Boston, the "Dolphin" at Philadelphia, 
the "Porpoise" at Portsmouth, and the "Shark" at Washington D.C. 
These new schooners were fast, but their big rigs and full bows made 
them somewhat dangerous when driven hard, as they had a tendency to 
depress their bow and dive under. These clippers also required a 


large crew complement to handle them, the reason they were not 
replaced. 


The "Alligator" wrecked near what is now Miami, Florida in 1823. 
The "Porpoise" was wrecked in the West Indies in 1833. The "Dolphin", 
which had been the first one launched, was found rotten in 1835 and 
dismantled. The "Shark" had the longest and most successful career, 
Suppressing piracy in the West Indies and the slave trade in African 
waters before being assigned to Pacific duty in 1839 and again in 
1843. Her final assignment was taking a survey and being a presence 
in Oregon Territory at the time the United States-Canadian border was 
settled by treaty in 1846. She wrecked on the South Spit attempting 
to leave the Columbia river on September 10, 1846. 


May 17, 1821 U.S.S. "Shark" launched. 


The United States Schooner "Shark" was launched at the Washington 
D.C. Navy Yard on May 17, 1821. Construction details and drawings 
Survived and appear in Chapelle's book, pages 324-330, and the 
Specifications also appeared from U.S. Navy records in the Oregon 
Historical Quarterly Volume 40 (1939), pages 288-291 in an article by 
Norman A. Howerton. The "Shark" had two masts, was 198 tons, 86 feet 
long "between perpendiculars" with a 67 foot 4 inch keel and a 24 foot 
9 inch moulded beam. The depth of her hold was 10 feet 4inches. She 
carried 12 guns, ten of which were 18-pounder (weight of shot) 
cannonades, and two 9-pounder "Long Tom" guns. The design required a 
crew complement of about seventy men. Construction of the "Shark" 
cost $23,627. She had the regulation head of a man-of-war, billet and 
headrails. The channels were about halfway up the gun ports. The 
sails were the standard fore-and-aft schooner plan of the period. 


References to the "Shark" as a 300-ton schooner with three masts 
and 32-pounder cannons seem to have originated from the memory of a 
former Shark crewman, Burr Osborn of Union City, Michigan, in his 1913 
correspondence with Judge John Quincy Adams Bowlby of Astoria, 
appearing in Oregon Historical Quarterly Volume 14 (1913), pages 354- 
365. The rating of the cannon may be determined by the diameter of 
the bore: about 5.292 inches for 18-pounder, and about 6.25 inches 
for 32-pounder. The Shark's cannon bore measures about 5 inches. 


1821 - 1843 Service Record of the "Shark". 


The Navy service record of the Schooner "Shark" appeared in 
Oregon Historical Quarterly Volume 40 (1939), pages 288-291. 
Lieutenant Mathew C. Perry was ordered to supervise outfitting her on 
May 11, 1821 prior to launch on May 17, 1821 and take command of her. 
Under Commodore James Biddle, the Shark was ordered to the West Indies 
to suppress piracy and the slave trade. In 1823 she returned home, 
when Lieutenant Thomas H. Stevens assumed command of her and she 
resumed service in the West Indies under Commodore David Porter. 
During these two cruises, the Shark captured or assisted in the 
capture of several pirate vessels, including the Bandera de Sangre. 
In the summer of 1824, the Shark returned to New York. 


Lieutenant Otho Norris commanded the Shark during 1826 and part 
of 1827 off the coast of Africa for suppression of the slave trade. 
The rest of 1827 she was under the command of Lt. Isaac McKeever and 
cruised off of New England, then returned to the West Indies. From 
1828 to 1832, Lt. Samuel W. Adams and Lt. Ralph Voorhees commanded her 
in African waters, suppressing the slave trade. 


Lt. Abraham Bigelow received command of the Shark on July 11, 
1839 and was ordered to the Pacific Squadron. On December 13, 1839, 
the Shark was the first United States war vessel to pass east to west 
through the Strait of Magellan. In the Pacific, she protected 
American interests in South America during unrest, and along the North 
American coast during trouble in California. Her commanders in 
succession were Lt. Bigelow, Lt. Aloysius Dornin, Lt. Henry Eagle and 
her last commander was Lt. Neil M. Howison. 


Lt. Neil M. Howison's service record appears in Oregon Historical 
Quarterly Volume 14 (1913), pages 364-365. Howison was appointed a 
Midshipman on February 1, 1823 and ordered to service on the U.S.S. 
Peacock on December 6, 1823. He attended Naval School and became 
Sailing Master on the Brandywine December 26, 1829. On July 13, 1832 
he was commissioned as Lieutenant and on February 19, 1835 was again 
serving on the U.S.S. Peacock. 


By the way, the U.S.S. Peacock, under command of Captain William 
L. Hudson, was part of Lt. Charles Wilkes' expedition to chart Pacific 
waters, including the mouth of the Columbia river, in 1841. It 
wrecked when entering the Columbia bar on July 18, 1841, giving its 
name to "Peacock Spit". Wilkes chartered the American schooner Thomas 
H. Perkins to complete the river survey. There was no room aboard 
for the Peacock's launch which was salvaged, so it was left at Fort 
George (Astoria). 


On May 1, 1843 Lt. Neil M. Howison applied for passage to duty 


with the Pacific Squadron, and his final command was of the Lone 
Shark. aed 


April 1, 1846 - Shark assigned to survey Oregon Territory. 


On April 1, 1846, Lt. Neil M. Howison received orders from 
Commodore Sloat to proceed to Honolulu for repairs and procure two 
good whale boats and as much provisions as he could stow, and then 
Sail directly to the Columbia river. Howison was instructed to go up 
the Columbia river to the Willamette Valley and determine the 
disposition of the residents of those friendly to the United States 
compared to those friendly to Great Britain, and the extent, character 
and tendency of emigration from the United States and from other 
quarters, and the condition and prosperity of the territory. He was 
to forward journals of their observations in which he would notice 
settlements and establishments, forts and trading houses, the _ soil, 
climate and productions. To quote Commodore Sloat, "The object of 
your visit to Oregon is to obtain correct information of that country 
and to cheer our citizens in that region by the presence of the 
American flag." Howison's orders were to complete this task and come 
out of the Columbia river not later than September 1, 1846. 


At Honolulu, the Shark was repaired and newly coppered which was 
completed on June 23, 1846. They sailed that afternoon from Honolulu. 
One of the crew was Burr Osborn, who was stranded in Honolulu having 
arrived there from New Zealand by whale boat. So he shipped on the 
Shark. He remembered the Shark crew thought they were being sent to 
Oregon Territory to settle a boundary dispute between British Columbia 
and Oregon. Great Britain wanted the border to be the Columbia river, 
but the United States wanted it to be 54 degrees, 40 minutes latitude. 
Polk had ran for President on the slogan: "54-40 or Fight!" Unknown 
to the Shark crew or the pioneers of Oregon Territory, the border had 
already been settled at 49 degrees latitude by treaty on June 15, 1846 
at Washington D.C. 


How long it took the news of the border settlement treaty to 
reach Oregon is indicated by an entry in Rev. George Gary's diary 
dated Tuesday, November 3, 1846: "We have just received a letter from 
a friend written at Honolulu saying the boundary between the nations 
concerning this territory is settled; so fears of war may pass away. 
This news is good to us." 


In the following chronology, quotes from Lt. Neil M. Howison are 
taken from his report to the 30th Congress, ist Session, dated 
February 1, 1847 which he had written from memory (the papers having 
been lost when the Shark wrecked) from on board the U.S. Frigate 
Savannah at San Francisco, California, which was reprinted in the 
Oregon Historical Quarterly Volume 14 (1913), pages 3-60. 


July 15, 1846 - Shark arrived off coast of Oregon Territory. 


Howison: "Made the land of Oregon on the 15th of July, about 
thirty miles north of the [Columbia] river, and in expectation of 
northwesterly winds; but we had calms and light westerly winds for the 
succeeding three days, which obliged me frequently to anchor on the 
coast, and await a change of tide, etc." 
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U. 8. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
Lt. Wilkes’ 1841 chart of the entrance to the Columbia, based on the first official American 


survey of the river. 


July 18, 1846 - Safely entered Baker's Bay; grounded on Chinook Spit. 


Howison had been advised at Honolulu by Captain Mott of the 
"Vancouver", and Captain Crosby of the "Toulon" who had both been* 
recently in the Columbia river, that Wilkes' 1841 chart was OUU MEO L 
date because of the shifting sands which made it impossible to enter 
the river by the old marks or by Wilkes' chart. At 10 a.m. on July 
18th, the Shark anchored 5 miles from Cape Disappointment and fired 
Several guns and signals to attract a bar pilot, but none appeared. 
Howison proceeded to trace the channel in his whale boat, and at 2 


p.m. returned to the schooner and got under way, entering Baker's Bay 
successfully. 


While rounding Cape Disappointment, the Shark was met by a boat 
carrying W.H. Gray of Clatsop Plains, H. H. Spaulding, missionary, 
and A. L. Lovejoy, the Mayor of Oregon City. In the absence of a 
pilot, they recommended the services of James D. Sauls, a black man 
who had been a cook on the U.S.S. Peacock and deserted after it 
wrecked on this very day five years before, on July 18, 1841. Sauls, 
who had taken an Indian wife and became a Clatsop resident since the 
Peacock wreck, claimed 20 years experience as a sailor and competent 
to pilot (his connection with the Peacock unknown to Howison at the 
time). 


Howison: "In twenty minutes he [Sauls] ran us hard ashore on 
Chinook shoal, where we remained several hours thumping severely. We 
got off about 10 p.m. without having suffered any material damage, 
and anchored in the channel, where I was determined to hold on until I 
could make myself acquainted with the channel, or procure the services 
of a person to be relied on. At daylight I was pleased to find Mr. 
Lattie, formerly mate of a ship belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company, 
and now in charge of the port of Astoria, on board. Upon the vessel's 
grounding, the gentlemen visitors, feeling themselves somewhat 
responsible for the employment of this pretended pilot [Sauls], 
immediately put off to Astoria, a distance of ten miles, to procure 
the services of Lattie, who promptly complied with the request, and 
they all came back to the schooner about daylight, having been all 
night exposed in an open boat." 


Alexandre Lattie's journal, July 18, 1846: "At 3 p.m. observed 
the U. S. War Schooner Shark come in from seaward over the bar. After 
arriving safely in Baker's Bay she took on board Sauls, a colored man, 
as pilot, who unluckily got the vessel on shore behind the west end of 
Chinook Spit, where she was for some hours rather dangerously 
situated, and gave them much trouble to get her off, which she did 
about midnight." 


(*) Captain Nathaniel Crosby of the "Toulon" sailed over the bar 
leaving the Columbia River on 25 February 1846 heading for the 
Sandwich Islands (Hawaii) according to Alexandre Lattie's journal. 


July 19, 1846 - Alexandre Lattie piloted the Shark to Astoria. 


Lattie's journal July 19, 1846: "I (Alexr Lattie) arrived on 
board of the Schooner [Shark]. She was now laying in a very good 
position with everything on board yet in great confusion from their 
last night's difficulties. At 10 [a.m.], got her under way and came 
up to Fort George [Astoria] where she anchored for the time. July 
22nd a.m.: "U.S. Schooner Shark still laying here [this morning] ." 


Howison: "At 2 p.m. on the 19th, I anchored off Astoria, where I 
remained until the 22nd, in order to visit Clatsop Plains and the 
neighboring country. We were abundantly furnished by the American 
settlers here with fresh beef and vegetables." 


July 22, 1846 - Indian George piloted the Shark upriver. 


Howison: "My only guide up the river was Wilkes' chart, which 
extended about twenty-five miles, and included part of Puget's Island. 
In this a fine straight channel is delineated from the neighborhood of 
Tongue Point up to Termination Island. But upon consulting Lattie and 
an Indian named George, who acts as pilot in the upper part of the 
river, they both denied the existence of this channel, and assured me 
that no other than the shallow and tortuous passage which Captain 
Wilkes had himself always used, and which was invariably used by all 
others, had been found out, although [Indian] George said he had 
often in his canoe, and at favorable times, attempted to trace it as 
described by Captain Wilkes and his officers. I nevertheless adhered 
to the opinion that such a channel existed, but thought it best at 
present to follow the beaten track, and accordingly buoyed out the 
common channel, (which is necessarily done by every vessel attempting 
to pass through it), and used that in proceeding up the river. I 
employed Indian George to accompany me, and derived great advantage 
from his knowledge of the water above Tongue Point channel. He knows 
nothing about handling a vessel, but, with a fair wind, will conduct 
her very safely, pointing out ahead where the channel runs. At this 
season of the year westerly winds blow every day, and there is no 
difficulty in ascending the river." 


Burr Osborn, in his Feb. 17, 1913 letter said: "In 1846 I 
belonged to the U.S.S. Shark, and we kedged, sounded and buoyed the 
channel from Cape Disappointment to Vancouver." 


July 24, 1846 - Shark arrived at Fort Vancouver. 


Howison: "I reached Fort Vancouver, 100 miles from its mouth 
[Columbia river], on the night of July 24th, where I found H. B. M. 
Sloop-of-war "Modeste", Captain Baillie, who immediately sent on board 
his compliments and the offer of his services. There were also moored 
to the river bank two barques and a ship in the employment of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. The next morning, Mr. Douglass, chief factor of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, called on me with polite offers of supplies 
etc." [Captain Thomas Baillie, Esq. commanded the "Modeste". ] 


The log of Her Majesty's Sloop Modeste appeared in Oregon 
Historical Quarterly Volume 61 (1960) pages 432-433: "Friday, July 
24, 1846, at 9:15 p.m. Arrived the U.S. Schooner Shark, which sailed 
at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, July 26th." [Note: H.M.S. Modeste was 568 
tons, compared to the Shark's 198 tons. ] 


July 26, 1846 - Shark's attempt to enter the Willamette river. 


Howison: "On the 26th, I dropped down to the mouth of the 
Willamette, six miles below Vancouver, and made an effort to get the 
Schooner over the bar at the mouth of the river, with the view of 
ascending it as far as navigable for sea-going vessels; but having 
grounded on the bar, and the water still having five or six feet to 
fall, I was obliged to desist from the attempt; and sending off in a 
boat the first lieutenant and some other officers to visit Oregon City 
and the neighboring American settlers, I returned with the schooner to 
Vancouver." 


Burr Osborn [OHQ Volume 14, page 363]: "The Shark drew thirteen 
feet of water, so that we could not get over the bar at the mouth of 
the Willamette river until we placed her guns on a lighter [to 
unground the Shark]." 


July 28, 1846 - The boundary question atmosphere in Oregon. 


Modeste log: "Tuesday, July 28, 1846 a.m. Arrived the U.S. 
Schooner Shark and the Hudson's Bay Company's barque Columbia." 


Howison: "At this time we had not heard of the settlement of the 
boundary question, and intense excitement prevailed among all classes 
of residents on this important subject. I enjoined it by letter on 
the officers under my command to refrain from engaging in arguments 
touching on ownership of the soil, as it was our duty rather to allay 
than increase excitement on a question which no power hereabouts could 
settle. The officers were also directed to seek all the information 
respecting the country which their respective opportunities might 
afford. Besides the sloop of war Modeste, anchored in the river, the 
British government kept the frigate Fisguard in Puget's Sound, and the 
strongly armed steamer Cormorant in the Sound and about Vancouver's 
Island. These unusual demonstrations produced anything but a 
tranquilizing effect upon the American portion of the population, and 
the presence of the British flag was a constant source of irritation." 


August 1846 - Visits to Oregon City, Willamette Valley and The Dalles. 


Howison: "Finding it impossible to get the schooner into the 
Willamette river, I left her at Vancouver and made a visit to Oregon 
City, where I was received by the provisional governor, George 
Abernathy, Esq., and honored with a salute fired from a hole drilled 
in the village blacksmith's anvil. From the city, the governor 
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accompanied me for a week's ride through the Willamette Valley , and a 
more lovely country nature has never provided for her virtuous sons 
and daughters than I here travelled over. This excursion ended, the 
governor took a seat in my boat and accompanied me to Vancouver. He 
was received on board the schooner with a salute and remained with me 
for two days. I had previously dispatched the first lieutenant W. 5S. 
Schenck up the Columbia river as far as The Dalles, to find out what 
settlements had been made along its banks, and more particularly to 
gain some information of the large emigration which was expected in 
from our western frontier this autumn. In person I visited with 
Tuality Plains, and returned again by the city and river." 


"When Captain Wilkes left the river in 1841, he placed the 
Peacock's launch, at that time a new and splendid boat, in charge of 
Dr. McLoughlin, agent of the Hudson's Bay Company. After this boat 
had remained a year in the water without being of any use, she was 
hauled up on shore, and was now completely out of order from decay and 
shrinkage. Many applications had been made for her by American 
emigrants, but Dr. Loughlin did not feel authorized to deliver her to 
any other than a United States officer. She was fast going to pieces, 
so I thought it good policy to sell her ... to be used as a bar boat; 
she brought $150." 


"Being under orders to come out of the river by the 1st day of 
September, my explorations were necessarily limited, making the best 
use of our time. Many interesting portions of the country were still 
unvisited, which I greatly regret ... preparations were, of course, 
made to comply fully with orders." 


August 4-11, 1846 - Ten Shark sailors deserted the ship at Vancouver. 


A short time after the Shark arrived at Fort Vancouver, several 
of its crew deserted. On August 11, 1846 a broadside (bill or 
advertisement) was printed on the press of the Oregon Printing 
Association at Oregon City which was one of the earliest known 
examples of printing in Oregon. The broadside measured 20 by 27 cm. 

A total of ten sailors deserted the Shark while she was at Fort 
Vancouver, of which only two were caught and returned. The Spectator 
newspaper at Oregon City on August 20, 1846, urged the cooperation of 
Oregon citizens in the apprehension of the deserters. 


August 23, 1846 - Shark left Fort Vancouver. 


Howison: "I left Fort Vancouver at daylight of August 23rd. 
Three of four miles out of the fort, I found the barque Toulon badly 
aground on a sand bar. I anchored abreast of her and sent men and 
boats to her assistance, but the current was strong and it became 
necessary to unlade part of her cargo; so nearly three days were 
consumed relieving her. This and Subsequent tediousness of the voyage 
down against constant head winds, made it the 8th of September when I 
anchored at Baker's Bay. 


$30 Reward. 


The following named men have deserted during the past 
week from the U. 8S. schooner Shark, viz: John Tice, aged 
about 25, 5 feet 8 or 9 inches high, dark hair and eyes, pre- 
tends to be a blacksmith, but is a bungler at that or any 
other business he undertakes. Alexander Stevens, aged 22 
or thereabouts, 5 feet 10 inches high, of sallow complexion, 
light eyes and dry colored sandy hair, a simple smile gen- 
erally on his face. John P. Iglehart, about 26 or 28 years 
old, 5 feet 7 inches high, roundly built, with black hair in- 
clining to curl, erect in his carriage, and writes a good hand. 
George Rathbun, about 6 feet I or 2 inches high, of light 
curly hair; complexion and-eyes also light; slight stoop in 
the shoulders; a good expression of countenance, and about 
30 or 32 years of age. toe Whatesell, 36 or 38 years old, 
spare figure, 5 feet 11 inches high; aserious, worn expres- 
sion of face, and by trade a carpenter. Andrew Tilton, 
about 5 feet 9 inches high, slight figure, 25 or 26 years old, 
hair light brown; this chap carried off with him a small 

_ sum of money, and a few dozen pieces of clothing belong- 
ing to the officers. A REWARD of 30 dollars will be 
given for the apprehension and delivery on board the Shark 
of either of the above described men, and all reasonable. 
expenses paid. They have all voluntarily and unsolicited 
pledged themselves to the U. States’ service, and the good 
citizens of Oregon, it is hoped, will aid in bringing them 
back to fulfil their contract. 

U 8S. Schooner Shark, | 
Columbia River, August 11, 1846. 


“Oregon Fever” 

In the 1840's, Great Britain and the United States were arguing over possession of the North- 
western United States. The U.S. Schooner Shark arrived on the Columbia River in July, 1846, to 
offset the presence of the British ship H.M.S. Modeste. — ‘fe 

At the time, “Oregon Fever,’ was striking hard, and claimed as victims 10 of the Shark’s crew 
members, who jumped ship to take advantage of the region’s booming conditions. The flier 
above, offering a reward for return of the crew members, is the oldest surviving piece printed in 

regon. 

PL recovered two of its crew members, and prepared to leave the area, but the schooner 
ran into trouble and sank while crossing the treacherous Columbia Bar. Ironically, it was the 
H.M.S.-Modeste that came to the Shark’s aid. 

Courtesy Oregon State Archives. 


Shipwreck of U.S. Schooner "Shark" 


September 8, 1846 - Schooner Shark arrived in Baker's Bay. 
September 9, 1846 - Preparations for crossing the bar. 


Howison: "The 9th was devoted to observations on the bar and 
preparations for crossing it." 


September 10, 1846 - U.S.S. Shark lost on South Spit. 


Howison: "On the 10th, in the afternoon, the attempt was made, 
and resulted in the shipwreck of the schooner, as is circumstantially 
related in my communication dated September 21st." 


An account of the wreck from Howison's letter dated Vancouver, 
September 21st, 1846, and from a statement prepared by the Court of 
Inquiry dated March 1-4, 1847 appeared in the Oregon Historical 
Quarterly, Volume 40 (1939), pages 289-291 by Norman A. Howerton. 


"The Schooner Shark cleared Cape Disappointment and stood down 
the north channel on a line of bearing that kept Green Point open with 
Cape Disappointment. Lieutenant Howison, commanding, was on the 
quarter-deck, keeping his vessel in position. He stationed a passed 
midshipman on the lee side to observe when the schooner arrived at the 
point where Coxcomb Hill would be a ship's length open with Point 
Adams. Those bearings should have brought the Shark to the center of 
the South Clatsop channel in about four fathoms (24 feet) of water, 
according to Wilkes' chart made five years before [1841]. 


Hauling on the wind to pass out to sea, the Shark was forced into 
the South Breakers. Lieutenant Howison quickly tacked ship to 
northward, but the tide hung on the weather bow and brought the 
breakers on Middle Sands directly ahead. Tacking ship again to the 
south, he found the Shark slipping rapidly to leeward. The anchor was 


let go in an attempt to hold the schooner, but the chain snapped like 
a thread. 


The Shark stood back to the northward, losing ground all the 
while against the strong running tide. Her head was put to west-ward, 
and a sudden favorable change of wind excited hopes of passing safely 
out to sea. But the next moment, slipping from three fathoms (18 
feet) of water, the Shark struck violently on a bank in ten feet. 


Lieutenant Howison then attempted by a press of sail to force the 
Shark in the direction of the tide, which was running with the force 
of a mill race. The bow swung around in that direction, but she would 
not advance aninch. The Shark only rose and fell with every surge, 


and soon the waves began breaking over her, broadsides. All hopes of 
saving the Shark vanished. 


red 


The boats were ordered over the side, and the gig [18 foot boat] 
was the first in the water. She was loaded with the sick, the doctor 
[Dr. Hudson, surgeon], the purser with the ship's papers, charts and 
other valuables, and an able boat crew. In getting away from the 
ship, a huge breaker dashed the gig against the side of the ship , 
Stove in her side and sent the occupants sprawling into the water. 
Lines were hurled over the side, and the struggling men hauled aboard, 
while the Shark's papers, charts and records were strewn to the waves 
and lost. 


It was evident that no boat could live alongside, and nothing 
more could be done than await the abatement of the breakers, which 
were rolling upon and breaking over the ship with terrific violence. 
Darkness settled over the river, and at eleven p.m., the Shark had 
five feet of water in the hold. The flood tide set in and the seas 
somewhat subsided. The other boats were hoisted over the side with as 
many men as they would safely carry. Lieutenant Howison dispatched 
them to the Clatsop shore with orders to return on the ebb [tide] to 
relieve those who remained aboard." 


In Burr Osborn's 1913 letters he said: "When she struck the 
breakers, we threw overboard some of the guns and shot, and cut away 
the masts, to lighten her." Returning to the naval records: 


September 11, 1846 - Ordeal of the men left on the Shark. 


"Lieutenant Schenck, Midshipman Davidson and twenty-one men 
remained aboard the Shark with Lieutenant Howison. The masts were cut 
away, hoping the vessel would hold together until the rescue boats 
returned. At one A.M., the Shark was completely waterlogged. The 
flood tide gradually crowded Lieutenant Howison and his men into 
narrow limits, until the bowsprit and the top of the quarter-deck 
houses were the only inhabitable spots on the ship. Occasionally 
heavy swells broke over the men with terrific force, even on their 
last places of refuge, and Lieutenant Howison ordered everyone secured 
to the vessel by a cord passed around him. It was a precaution that 
may have saved several lives. 


In the early hours of the morning, just before dawn, the ebbing 
tide meeting the ocean swell, again caused heavy breakers that lashed 
furiously over and about the Shark. But the dawn brought the return 
of the boats and the men were relieved from their perilous situation. 
Lieutenant Howison was the last to leave his ill-fated vessel." The 
wreck was completely untenable an hour after she was finally 
abandoned, and at 3 P.M. there was not a vestige of the Shark. 


Lieutenant Howison reported: "The conduct of the officers and 
men during the whole of this trying experience was most praiseworthy, 
and to their cool exertions and orderly manner of carrying on the duty 
may be principally ascribed the preservation of our lives." In his 
October 6, 1913 letter, Burr Osborn remembered one problem that was 
dealt with swiftly by Lt. Howison: "I remember one James McEver, on 


account of his heading a gang with a crow-bar to break open the Spirit 
Room for whisky, when Captain Howison leveled a six-shooter to his 
head and told him if he made a single stab he would blow is head off. 
McEver and his followers claimed they wanted to die happy." 


In his 1913 letters, Burr Osborn also described the wrecking of 
the Shark: "On our return [from Fort Vancouver], coming out of the 
mouth of the river, we were driven with adverse winds upon the [south] 
breakers, and the quicksands soon put us out of commission. I am 
convinced we struck the breakers south of the channel, the wind at the 
time being westerly and on the flood tide. We landed on Clatsop Beach 
several miles down the river from Astoria, between nine and ten 
o'clock in the evening, the tenth of September, 1846, and our first 
landing of [the other] half of the crew was about daylight. The first 
fire that was built was out of the wreck of the sloop of war Peacock, 
U.S.N. The boats returned for the balance of the crew and landed 
about four o'clock A.M. 


Our boats consisted of the Captain's gig, a whale boat, first 
cutter and launch. The gig was the first boat loaded with the ship's 
papers and the sick, with the surgeon. The roll of the vessel brought 
the flukes [pointed ends of the anchor arms] of the anchor in contact 
with the boat and stove her all to pieces, but through the precaution 
of the Captain ordering all the ends of the running rigging to be 
thrown overboard, the boat's crew and the sick managed to get hold of 
a rope and all were saved. During this time, every breaker broke 
clear over the vessel and continued doing so until ebb tide, when we 
lowered our other boats without damage. 


Subsequently, and with a great deal of suffering, we landed on 
Clatsop Beach without the loss of a single man, After landing at 
Clatsop Beach, nearby this landing was a shanty, about 12 by 25 feet, 
without any floor, where the Shark's crew stopped for about two 
nights. Half of the ship's crew were in their hammocks when she went 
on the breakers, on the flood tide, which proved they were thinly 
clad. All I had on was an undershirt and pair of drawers. The 
weather was rainy, so we were soaked with water from nine o'clock on 
the tenth of September until the morning of the twelfth, when two 
Indians appeared and informed the Captain that a white man's [possibly 
Solomon Howard Smith's] ranch was located inland twenty miles, and 
that they had cattle. So the Captain dispatched the Indians to the 
ranch with orders to bring in a couple of oxen, for we were in a 
starving condition." 


September 12, 1846 - First food in 52 hours. 


Osborn: "In the evening of September 12th, the oxen arrived, and 
they were soon slaughtered and laid on some driftwood, and everybody 
helped himself, and soon about eighty half-starved men, each with a 
chunk of beef, were roasting it over about as many fires (for there 
was plenty of wood); some of the men merely warmed their meat, for it 
had been about fifty-two hours since we had eaten." 


September 13, 1846 - From Clatsop Beach to Astoria, twenty miles. 


Osborn: "The next morning, the 13th, we started for Astoria, 
about twenty miles from where we were. This shanty we stopped in on 
Clatsop Beach, we learned subsequently had been built by some of Lewis 
and Clark's men, some forty years previous. [Note: If so, this was 
near where Lewis and Clark's men boiled sea water to make salt in 
1805, near the salt cairn at Seaside.] We made for Astoria, which had 
three log houses and one small frame house. There were seventy-six of 
us Sailors besides the officers. Two of the log houses were not 
occupied; the third one was occupied by the Hudson Fur Company 
[Hudson's Bay Company] officers. Us sailors occupied the two empty 
houses. The frame house was occupied by a Baptist missionary [Rev. 
Ezra Fisher, who came to Oregon in 1845]. We sailors were soon 
detailed down the river about one mile to a place called George's 
Point [past Fort George] where we cut and hauled the logs by hand 
about a half mile and built a double log house. We built a_ small 
frame house near the log house. Us sailors named the place 
Sharksville." 


Osborn: "Fort George was situated on a point down the river 
[west] from the Hudson's Bay Company's store house. The location of 
the store was called Astoria." 


September 14, 1846 - Word of the shipwreck at Vancouver and Oregon 
City. 


Dairy of Rev. George Gary: "Monday, September 14, 1846. This 
evening we learn that the American armed vessel called the Shark is 
wrecked on the bar passing out of the Columbia river. A _ perilous 
place for vessels, especially unless piloted by persons acquainted 
with the channel." 


H. M. S. Modeste log: "Monday, September 14, 1846 P.M. - Sent 
provisions by order of the Commander for use of crew of U. S. Schooner 
Shark (totally wrecked on bar of the Columbia River) ." 


News of the Shark wrecked appeared in the Oregon City newspaper, 
the Oregon Spectator on September 17, 1846, with a follow-up article 
on October 1, 1846. 


September 17, 1846 - Shark crew sick with fever. 


Osborn: "Within a week of our landing at Astoria, three-fourths 
of the crew were taken down with a fever and the rest of the crew were 
not much better. In connection with the store, the stock consisted of 
goods thought necessary for the use of trappers and the Indians, and 
in the stock was quantities of salts and quinine, so the doctor dosed 
us with the same for about three weeks, when we began to recuperate. 
These fevers were probably brought on by the exposure and excitement, 


and sleeping on the ground; also being scantily clad. We subsequently 
secured clothing from Vancouver. At that time, blankets cost $10 each 
and other clothing in proportion." 


September 24, 1846 - Supplies obtained from Vancouver. 


Howison: "Cast on shore as we were, with nothing besides the 
clothes we stood in, and those thoroughly saturated, no time was to be 
lost seeking new supplies. I left the crew, indifferently sheltered 
at Astoria, and, with the purser in company, pushed up the river to 
Vancouver, whither news of our disaster had preceeded us, and elicited 
the sympathy and prompt attentions of the factors of the Hudson's Bay 
Company and of Captain Baillie and the officers of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Modeste. These gentlemen had unitedly loaded a launch 
with such articles of clothing and necessary provisions aS we were 
most likely to need, and added a gratuitous offering of a bag of 
coffee and 80 pounds of tobacco. I met this boat 25 miles below the 
Fort, and could not but feel extremely grateful for this very friendly 
and considerate relief." 


H.M.S. Modeste log: "Thursday, September 24, 1846 P.M. - 
Provisions supplied to the U.S. Schooner Shark, were this day 
returned." Although the Modeste thus "came to the aid of the Shark", 
the offer of provisions was declined by Lt. Howison. 


Howison: "At Vancouver my wants of every kind were immediately 
supplied by the Hudson's Bay Company, and although cash was at Oregon 
City and with the American merchants worth twelve per cent more than 
bills, yet the company furnished all of requisitions, whether for cash 
or clothing, taking bills on Messrs. Baring & Brothers at par. Upon 
returning to Astoria, I set about putting up log houses for our 
accomodations, as there was no vessel in the river, and it was 
extremely uncertain when an opportunity would occur for us to leave. 
We got two comfortable [log] buildings of 30 by 24 feet, a story and a 
half high, well floored and boarded, with kitchen and bake oven, soon 
ready for occupation and use, and had half completed a frame house for 
the officer's special accomodation, when the schooner Cadboro arrived, 
which opened a prospect of leaving the river, and induced us to desist 
from finishing the officers' house. The cost of plank for these 
buildings was something over two hundred dollars." Burr Osborn 
remembered working on the Sharkesville buildings in October, 1846. 


Later arriving emigrants used Shark House as temporary quarters, 
a large 2-room log house. One room was large enough for several 
families and the other room was used for storage. It was near what 
was originally the beach, between what is now 7th and 8th streets on 
Bond in Astoria. This was within John McClure's Donation Land Claim. 


10 September 1846 
"Shark" wrecked on South Spit. 
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The deck portion with 
three cannonades which 
washed ashore south of 
Hug Point, October 1846 
How the cannonade was 

mounted on its carrier 

to the deck. The 

carrier was not saved. 


THE SHARK'S CANNON FOR WHICH CANNON BEACH IS NAMED 
October 1846 - Shark wreckage with 3 cannons wash ashore at Arch Cape. 


Howison: "Officers and men had been constantly kept exploring the 
beach from Point Adams to the southward, to pick up any articles worth 
Saving which should drift ashore from the wreck, but they seldom found 
a spar or plank from her which the Indians had not already visited and 
robbed of its copper and iron fastenings. 


__ "Receiving information through the Indians that part of the hull, 
with guns upon it, had come ashore below Killimuk's Head [Tillamook 
Head] , about 20 or 30 miles south of Point Adams, I sent Midshipman 
Simes, an enterprising youth, to visit the spot. He did so, and 
reported that the deck between the mainmast [second mast from the bow] 
and fore hatch, with an equal length of starboard broadside planking 
above the wales, had been stranded, and that three of the cannonades 
adhered to this portion of the wreck. He succeeded in getting one 
above high-water mark; but the other two were inaccessible, on account 
of the surf; and as it would have been utterly impracticable to 
transport any weight object over the mountain road which it was 
necessary to traverse, I of course made no exertions to recover them, 
but informed the governor [George Abernathy, Oregon City] of their 
position, and that during the smooth seas of next summer he might send 
a boat round and embark them [the governor didn't, however]." 


"Within a month all the upper works, decks, sides and spars came 
ashore from the wreck, but separated a distance of 75 miles from each 
other, and were of no value, from the long wash and chafing which they 
had undergone. To the heel of the bowsprit we found two kedge anchors 
attached, one with an arm broken off; and it is a little singular that 
the only articles recovered which could be at all useful hereafter 
were of metal and weight." 


Note: The location of the Shark's wreckage was considerably 
south of Tillamook Head; in fact south of Hug Point at what is now 
known as Arch Cape. The cannon that Midshipman Simes removed from the 
deck was later observed by early pioneers in a creek just south of Hug 
Point, now named Shark Creek. 


Carrier Cannonade 


a 


U. S. Navy cannonade and its carrier (mounting). 
The carrier was not recovered. 
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This 1846 sketch is what Fort George (Astoria) looked like when the 
Sailors from the U. S. Schooner "Shark" stayed there for two months 
after it wrecked 10 September 1846, They carved a memento about 
the shipwreck with their names below it on some rocks like these in 
the sketch. Years later the water was filled in with sand and the 
city of Astoria built over this. "Shark Rock" shown on the facing 
page even resembles the tip of the big rock in this sketch. 


CREW NAMES CUT ON "SHARK ROCK" 


The top portion of "Shark Rock" is on display in the Columbia 
River Maritime Museum. Burr Osborn: "I remember several of the 
Shark's crew cutting their names on some stones above high water mark 
[later known as Shark Rock]." When asked about the names of the crew, 
Osborn remembered some of them and a few others were mentioned in 
Howison's report. Ref: pg 22, Lewis & Dryden's Marine History of PacNW 


LIEUTENANT NEIL M. HOWISON, Captain 
LIEUTENANT W. W. SCHENCK, First Lieutenant 
LIEUTENANT JAMES D. BULLOCK, Second Lieutenant 
DR. EDWARD HUDSON, Surgeon 

WILLIAM S. HOLLIS, Purser 

MIDSHIPMAN GILLESPIE 

MIDSHIPMAN T. McLANAHAN 

MIDSHIPMAN H. DAVIDSON 

MIDSHIPMAN T. J. SIMES, who saved the cannon. 
BURR OSBORN of Union City, Michigan 

JAMES McEVER, who wanted the whisky. 

JOE COTTON, coxswain, of Saranac, Michigan 
GEORGE GETCHEL of Belfast, Maine 

JOHN POWERS 


Osborn said he was listed in Navy records as John Burr Osborn, 
and that he was born near Bridgeport, Connecticut on 25 April 1826, so 
he was 20 years old when the Shark wrecked. He had gone to sea when a 
lad of 17 years and had been around the world twice, in the merchant 
service, whaling service, and the Navy. At the top of Shark Rock are 
two inscriptions: "Shark lost Sept. 10, 1846" and "Industry lost 
March 16, 1865, lives lost 17, saved 7". There are no crew names on 
this cut-off portion of the rock; if the sailors carved their names as 
Osborn and early pioneers remembered, they remain on the larger part 
of the rock still buried in the sand where this portion was removed in 
1926 from under 13th and Exchange streets in Astoria. 


Tip of Shark Rock 
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October 12, 1846 - Schooner Cadboro arrived at Astoria. 


Howison: "On the 11th of October we were cheered with the sign 
of a sail in the offing, and next day the Hudson's Bay Company's 
schooner Cadboro, from Vancouver's Island, anchored at Astoria. The 
first lieutenant, master, and assistant surgeon were ordered to 
examine her, and report in writing her capacity or fitness to 
transport us to California; and although she was but 57 feet in 
length, they were of the opinion we could pack in her closely and make 
the voyage. I lost no time, therefore, in going up the river and 
chartering her from the company; and although the price demanded (500 
pounds sterling) was, in my judgment, an extravagant one, my anxiety 
to rejoin the squadron, having heard overland of hositilities with 
Mexico, was such as to overrule all other considerations, and I 
engaged the schooner. 


"On the 28th of October, the winter set in, with a strong gale at 
southeast, and heavy rain. The Cadboro was prepared to receive us on 
board, but unremitting gales from the southward, with rain, prevented 
us from embarking until the 16th [of November] ." 


November 1846 - Border treaty news arrived and U.S. flag flown. * 


Howison: "The ground upon which the Shark houses had been built 
(the extremity of Point George) was within the preemption claim of 
Colonel John McClure, who lived in Astoria; and upon vacating them, 
they were put under his care, and subject to his use. The right 
ownership of the soil being decided by the treaty, I no longer felt 
any reserve in hoisting our flag on shore; and it had been some time 
waving over our quarters on the very spot which was first settled by 
the white man on the banks of the Columbia. When we broke up and 
embarked, I transmitted this emblem of nationality to Governor 
Abernethy." 


November 16, 1846 - Shark crew boarded the schooner Cadboro. 


Osborn: "The completion of [Shark] house brought us well into 
November, but we had not occupied it long when Captain Howison 
chartered the Cadboro schooner of about seventy-five tons burden, 
belonging to the Hudson's Bay Company, commanded by Captain 
Scarborough. About the latter part of November, we boarded this 
vessel and_ sailed to San Francisco. We ran down to Baker's Bay and 
laid there about six weeks windbound, but eventually arrived in San 


Francisco, the sixth day of January 1847 [27th of January per 
Howison]." 


(*) Captain Nathaniel Crosby of the "Toulon" brought the border 


settlement news to Oregon, published by the Oregon Spectator newspaper 
on 4 November 1846 and again on 12 November 1846. 


(Facsimile) 


Bakher'2z Bay, 
Catumkia Riuer 
Decemher 1, 1846 


Dear Gavernar Abernethy: 


catars. Ja ditptay this nationat emklem, and cheer aur 
princtpat abject af the Sharkh'4 uisit tea the Catumhia; and 
henceforth remain with you, at a mementa af parentat regard 
flag ta wave auer the undisputed and purety American 
territary af Oregan. 

atedient szeruent, 


Nett M. Hawtiszan 
Lieutenant, Cammanding 
United States Nauy 
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(Facsimile) 


Oregan City, 
Decemher 21, 1846 


Dear Sir: 


J rneceiued yaur esteemed favor af the 14t Decenter 
accampanied with the flags of the tate U. §. achaaner 
"Shark", (an entign and unian-gack) at a "mementa of 
parental regard fram the generat gauernment" ta the 
citizens af this Territory. 

Please accept my thanks, and the thanks af thia 
cammunity far the (ta us) uery uatuatlte present. 

We with fling it ta the treeze an euery sauitatte 
accatiaon, and regaice under the emblem af aur cauntiry'4 
gtary. Sincerety hoping that the "Atar-apangted tanner" 
may euer waue auer this paritian af the United States, 

JI remain, dear 42ir, yours truly, 


Gea. Abernethy 


Nett Hawitan, — 


Lieutenant, Cammanding 
United States Nauy 


November 17, 1847 - January 18, 1848, Anchored at Baker's Bay. 


Howison: "The Cadboro anchored in Baker's Bay November 17th, 
where we remained, pent up by adverse winds and a turbulent sea on the 
bar, until the 18th of January [two months]. Her master, an old 
Seaman, had been navigating this river and coast for the past 18 
years, and his vessel drew but eight feet of water; yet, in this long 
interval of sixty-two days he could find no opportunity of getting to 
sea safely. This is in itself a commentary upon the dangerous 
character of the navigation of the mouth of the Columbia." 


"We suffered very much from our crowded stowage in this small 
craft. The weather was wet and cold; and the vessel not affording the 
comfort of stove or fireplace, and without space for exercise, I was 
very apprehensive that we should have something more serious than 
chilblains and frost-bitten fingers to complain of; but it was not so. 
Both officers and men enjoyed the most robust health and ravenous 
appetites. Many of the smaller items of the ration being deficient, 
the value was made up by beef, salmon and potatoes, and of these each 
man consumed and digested his four pounds and a half a day. The 
Hudson's Bay Company allow its servants while making a voyage eight 
pounds of meat a day, and I am told the allowance is none too much. 
Our long detention in the river obliged me upon two occasions to send 
on new requisitions upon the company's store at Vancouver for 
Supplies, which were promptly answered." 


Janury 18 - 27, 1846 Cadboro enroute to San Francisco. 


Howison: "The Toulon, having gone up the Willamette, discharged 
her cargo and taken in another, came down the river and anchored near 
us on the 8th day of January. Ten days afterward we both succeeded in 
getting to sea, and arrived in San Francisco on the 27th of January. 
We found at San Francisco the U. S. frigate Savannah, and sloop-of-war 
Warren, to which vessels my officers and crew were immediately 
transferred and assumed their appropriate duties." 


February 1, 1847 - Howison wrote his report aboard the Savannah. 


Lt. Howison's report supplied information on the trade, shipping, 
productions, towns, Indian population and general development of 
Oregon. It appears fully in Oregon Historical Quarterly, Volume 14 
(1913), pages 3-60. Here are some excerpts: 


"From the best information I could procure, the whole population 
of Oregon, exclusive of throughbred Indians, may be set down now at 
nine thousand souls, of whom two thousand are not natives [citizens] 
of the United States or descendants of Americans. Nearly all the 
inhabitants, except those connected with Hudson's Bay Company, are 
settled in the Willamette Valley." 


"Twenty or thirty families are at Astoria and the Clatsop Plains. 
Between Astoria and Fort Vancouver, but one white man resides on the 
bank of the river for purposes of cultivation; and he is a retired 
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officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, named Birnie, who has fixed 
himself 25 miles above Astoria. His house is the seat of hospitahty , 
and his large family of quarterbreeds are highly respectable and well 
behaved." 


"Among the population are some few blacks (perhaps thirty), and 
about double that number of Kanakas or Sandwich Islanders (Hawaiians). 
These last act as cooks and house servants to those who can afford to 
employ them." 


"Astoria is situated on the left bank of the Columbia, thirteen 
miles from the sea. It contains ten houses, including a warehouse, 
Indian lodges, a coopers' and a blacksmith's shop. It has no open 
ground except gardens within a mile of it. About 30 people live 
here, and two lodges of Chinook Indians. The Hudson's Bay Company 
still has an agent here, but were about transferring him to a 
warehouse they are putting up at Cape Disappointment. A pre-emption 
right to the principal part of this site is claimed by an American, 
James Welch; the other portion, including Point George, is claimed in 
like manner by Colonel John McClure." [Shively's & McClure's Astoria. ] 


"Of the four Indian tribes, Cowlitz, Chinook, Clatsop and 
Callapooiales, there are probably altogether not over five hundred, 
old and young, and these are scattered in lodges along the river, 
subject to the intrusion of the squatter. If their situation could 
but be known to the humane citizens of the United States, it would 
bring before the government endless petitions in their behalf. An 
Indian hunter brought elk meat to us at Astoria which he had killed in 
the unexplored forests between Clatsop Plains and Youngs River." 


February 23, 1848 - Lt. Neil M. Howison died. 


After Lt. Howison returned from the Pacific on July 22, 1847, he 
was on leave for 3 months, then was assigned to the new Naval School 
at Annapolis. This order was revoked, however, and he died on February 
23, 1848 at Fredericksburg, Virginia. 


September 4, 1849 - Alexandre Lattie died. 


Alexandre Lattie, chief factor at Fort George when the Shark 
arrived in July, 1846 and who piloted the Shark to Astoria, drowned 
while poleing his canoe at the mouth of the Willamette River. 
Intoxicated at the time, he suddenly poled into deep water and was 


pitched into the river. His Indian widow, Sikkas, married name 
Elizabeth Lattie, and her son William Lattie, subsequently took 
donation land claims to what is now the south half of Seaside. Her 


Indian son-in-law, Antonio James Cloutrie, became the first postmaster 
of Seaside in 1871 at their "Summer House", located about where the 
old Seaside Hospital was, now the. school district administration 
building. Klootchie Creek and Klootchie Creek Park are named for 
Cloutrie (pronounced Clow-tree). 


SHARK'S CANNON RE-DISCOVERED IN 1863 
December 1863 - John Hobson discovers Shark's cannon in the creek. 


In "The Hobson Family, Oregon Pioneers of 1843" by Bertha Hobson 
Halderman, page 6, written April 20, 1937, she wrote: "In December 
1863, my father [John Hobson] moved his family to Astoria to the home 
in which I now live (which was in a forest at that time) and engaged 
in the wholesale and retail butcher and grocery business with Mr. 
Daniel K. Warren [founder of Warrenton], under the name of Hobson and 
Warren. The cattle were brought from the Willamette Valley to 
Tillamook, and then north around Neahkahnie Mountain and on to 
Astoria. It was during one of those trips he discovered the cannon 
for which Cannon Beach is named. It was buried in the sandy bank of a 
stream." 


The Clatsop pioneers who travelled that beach trail during those 
years and remembered seeing the cannon in the creek south of Hug Point 
were Ninian Eberman, John Hobson and Richard Hobson [and probably 
others]. From this circumstance, the creek became known as Cannon 
Creek or Shark Creek (and still named Shark Creek on current maps). 
In those days, there wasn't any wagon road over the mountain to that 
location, so the cannon was left where it was. The tides subsequently 
buried the cannon in the sand, and it became lost. 


ELK CREEK TOLL ROAD - 1890 


Because large elk herds roamed the area of the main creek between 
Tillamook Head and Arch Cape, the creek was named Elk Creek, and the 
vicinity Elk Creek Country. So when a hotel was built there, it was 
named Elk Creek Hotel (located near the present Bell Harbor Motel). 
The first wagon road cleared over the mountain to that hotel was 
privately constructed and owned. The Elk Creek Toll Road Company was 
incorporated on October 3, 1890, but the wagon road had been open to 
wagons before that, on August 17, 1890. A sign at the Elk Creek Hotel 
read: "Elk Creek Toll Road, single horse, mule or ass 205 cents, 
single horse & buggy 50 cents, double team 75 cents, four horse team 
$1.00, cattle driven 25 cents, sheep & hogs 10 cents, H. Feel Lecane 
Pres." The wagon road to Elk Creek Country opened the area to 
homesteaders and settlement. 


The pioneer "Elk Creek" name is no more; the creek name was the 
last vestige and renamed Ecola Creek in 1974. The idea was to adopt 
the Lewis and Clark name for the creek, using the Indian name for 
whale (Whale Creek). Lewis and Clark referred to the Indian villages 
at Cannon Beach and Tolovana Park as No-Cost and Na-Ti, and to the 
Necanicum River as the Clatsop River. Seaside was Ne-Cotat, and 
Gearhart was Ne-Coxie. The "Ne-" prefix on Indian names meant "the 
place where one lives". The Indian god Ahkahnie's home was the 
mountain, Ne-Ahkahnie. Seaside recently named its new riverside park 
"Quatat Park", as distinguished from Ne-Quatat or Ne-Cotat if someone 
lived in the park. Reference on Indian names, "Tillamook Indians" by 
John Sauter and Bruce Johnson, Binsford & Mort, 1974, pages 6, 19-21. 
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The Daily Astorian, page 3. 
Friday Morning, August 14, 1891 


(Jim Austin had become postmaster on May 29, 1891.) 


Among the first settlers in Elk Creek Country was James P. Austin 
with his second wife, Lydia. Jim Austin was born in Canada on April 
17, 1848. His first marriage was to Fannie S. Eberman, daughter of 
1843 pioneers Ninian Eberman and Emma Hobson, on August 26, 1877. 
Their home at 300 South Seventh (now Holladay Drive) was the oldest 
house in Seaside when it was torn down in 1941 [Astorian Budget April 
9, 1941, page 1, with photo]. 


February 15, 1882 - Jim Austin helped name Seaside. 


Jim Austin built a hotel on the east bank of the Necanicum south 
of Broadway about where the Cornet Store and bank are now, which he 
named "Austin House", and on Feburary 15, 1882 he became the fifth 
postmaster of Seaside. The prior custom was to name the post office 
after the house it was in. It was first named "Summer House" for 
Antonio James_ Cloutrie's place, then "Seaside House" for Ben 
Holladay's hotel. Jim Austin could have followed tradition, and 
changed the name to "Austin House", but he didn't. He named his post 
office "Sea Side", thus helping to name Seaside. 


Austin learned about the Shark's cannon buried in the sand south 
of Hug Point from his first wife's parents, the Hobsons and Ebermans. 
He became totally fascinated by it, and wanted to find the cannon. On 
November 10, 1888 he gave up the Sea Side post office and on February 
21, 1889 divorced, then married Lydia A. Babbit in September, 1889. 
In 1891, he sold "Austin House" to Judge McGuire (who renamed it the 
McGuire Hotel, and was the first mayor of Seaside, in 1899). Austin 
was free to pursue hunting for the cannon. 


JAMES P. AUSTIN NAMED CANNON BEACH IN 1891 


In 1891, Jim and Lydia Austin moved to where the cannon was 
supposed to be buried in the creek south of Hug Point, in Elk Creek 
Country. There they built "Ocean View House", and right away Austin 
applied to establish a new post office, which he named "Cannon Beach". 
Thus he named and became the first postmaster of Cannon Beach on May 
29, 1891. The announcement of this event appeared on page 3 of the 
Daily Astorian on Friday morning, August 14, 1891, reproduced on the 
facing page. The Shark's cannon had not yet been found. 


May 7, 1894 - Jim Austin died without finding the Shark's cannon. 


In 1894 when he became very ill with tuberculosis, Austin went to 
Astoria to be near a doctor. He died at the home of W. Abercrombie on 
May 7, 1894. The Masonic Temple Lodge of Astoria conducted his 
funeral services on May 9, 1894 and he was interred in Greenwood 
Cemetery. He hadn't found the Shark's cannon as he had hoped, but he 
had named Cannon Beach and is remembered as its first postmaster. 
Lydia, his widow, became the second Cannon Beach postmaster and 


31 


The Daily Morning Astorian, Page 4 


January 29, 1898 
ee soeeense eee onore, pS de 
Me Acid Tom, Mate dsreees paces ae 
‘a? apepesecsaoenss al 
rapes ‘Yrona deltagoent tax. Mi 


at the Five mathe Ot EL OW ETP. 0+ oonree neon Flt 


‘ 


5 ' “9 
+f c A FIFE EIA en 
st ie 1 arene ecnnen ys ere nn aaa a 


— > Sapa wd ee e 
° yi 


dried in in the off books. “This 


noth! Uke 


unmenagea ble 

m pel comenon fractions, In this weet’s (rep partner Saar oh 9 tical gt 
examinations twey, were given questions! ing, it becomes Sas silky, and plilabbe | 
ta common fractions and naturaNy failed the comb and brush. 
te vans. The pupils were. however, given 
certicaten for entrance to the next class 
j and instructed to study up common_frac- 
tienes at home. he 


The harp is many peoples favorite |) 
struinent. HARPER ia everyone's fa: 
| orite whivkey. Sold by Foard & HLOk 

Maia? ‘is nero Astoria, Ore. 
Malicarier Luce, who carries the‘ malt 
between Nehalém ahd ‘Cannon Beach, 


Company, 


a funny gubdetance in the creek on (an- paki for fur skins. 
nop pegch in _front —ot.. hla rs bit Sone eee ae 
houre. Te ata ek Ee eT 
upon Inve dimation eat found one oy the | Notioe of filing asetesament and of mee_ 
old brass cannon embedded in che creek --iIng of-Boerd-of Epvuelizition to revie 
from: whteh-—lannon React ‘dertver tte} 20d equalize the ameeesTent for the Jr = 
name. Nothing moch jx known how they|. provemem of Commercial street fro 
rot there. The late John Hobson and| the eam line of Seventeenth, street — 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
“aren mney emma rare 
[ 
[ 
[ 
of 


@  yeoterday. | Te man in me 


ee eee M..Pberman both: aw OTe _cannon in-the| the west line of Fwenty-third stre: 
Be eee creek quite often _when. on thelr way to and Twenty-third street from the nor = 
quispasod: tet : OP -eOn ay hl tO. LX ChADS & Strte 
rere eet tee a ee Says — “TXTE I... —enetTre Cc as °, 

<& BH BAYe provided ‘KUTA nN Ppent cosaiienk ie “money re trying in the City of Astoria, Oregon. - 


Ind ‘with: a. new supply “of mod- | 
rl met Mad aeaey ae ; 


] 
wcieral of. Frans Wilson, erat 
ly of Gmart disease, ¢. took place yea- 
from O64 Fellows ball at 2 o'clock 


me Fee ee ins noes in’ ttreen. 


GEORGE LUCE FOUND CANNON ON JANUARY 28, 


Se 


td locate the cannon.. tut never Wan fuc- 
cessful. Ovatimere any they fame off 
the .brig-of-war @hark Althouch they 
have been trberided these erme fifty yearr 
they are stil! In pretty Koo xhape, 


a , 


.teemh street 


Notice ja bereby given that the aase: 
ment roll contaming the special asae= 
ment for the Improvement.of Camm. 
cfal etreet from the east line of Beve 
th west Hné of Twen: 
third street nty-thind street fre 
the porth. line of Commercial street 


1898 7 


continued the office until 1901. Austin died without a will, and 
during probate, she had to sell their livestock and wagons. 


June 29, 1894 - George Luce began carrying the mail from Nehalem. 


An item in the Astoria Daily Budget on this date identified the 
man who would find the Shark's cannon several years later: "George 
Luce and Chris Larsen will carry the mail from the Nehalem to 
Hobsville, Phil Condit, the sub-contracter having sub-let it to them. 
They will make a trip one way each day excepting Sunday." 


In Mary Gerritse's journal, published by the Clatsop County 
Historical Society, (CUMTUX 1987-1988), she mentions that before she 
carried the mail from Nehalem to Cannon Beach for five years, her 
husband John Gerritse had employed a man for the route. This man was 


George Luce, of Nehalem. The Gerritse's also lived in Nehalem at that 
time. 


GEORGE LUCE FOUND THE SHARK'S CANNON IN 1898 


News that the Shark's cannon had at long last been found was 
carried in the Daily Morning Astorian on January 29, 1898, page 4: 
"Mailcarrier [George] Luce, who carries the mail between Nehalem and 
Cannon Beach, while on his regular route yesterday [January 28, 1898], 
saw a funny substance in the creek on Cannon Beach in front of Mrs. 
Austin's house. It did not look like a rock, and upon investigation 
he found one of the old brass cannon embedded in the creek from which 
Cannon Beach derives its name. Nothing much is known how they got 
there. The late John Hobson and N. Eberman both saw the cannon in the 
creek quite often when on their way to Tillamook buying cattle. The 
late J. P. Austin spent considerable money in trying to locate the 
cannon, but was never successful. Old-timers say they came off the 
brig-of-war Shark. Although they have been imbedded these some fifty 
years, they are still in pretty good shape." 


"They" were not more than one cannon. What had been found buried 
in the sand was the cannon that Midshipman Simes had removed from the 
Shark's deck, plus a capstan. The other two cannons were in the surf 
beyond access in 1846, per Howison's report, and presumed buried there 
still. 


GERRITSE'S PULLED THE CANNON OUT OF SAND 


When George Luce got back to Nehalem, he told John and Mary 
Gerritse about finding the cannon and they brought their team of 
horses and pulled it out of the sand, along with the capstan and a few 
other pieces with it. Mary Gerritse related these events to the 
Cannon Beach school children in 1954, which appeared in the Astorian 
Budget on February 11, 1954, page 7: 
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Pioneer Woman's Husband Saved Ship's Gun for Cannon Beach 
by Emma Gene Miller 


"Cannon Beach (Special)--Mrs. Mary E. Gerritse, 82, of Cannon 
Beach, let her unique life story be told to the Cannon Beach children 
of grades 3, 4, 7 and 8 who study local and Oregon history in their 
social studies. 


In 1897, Mrs. Mary Gerritse started carrying mail from Nehalem. 
She went on horseback around Neahkahnie mountain, over the old Indian 
trail. It was a 29-mile round trip from Nehalem to the Cannon Beach 
post office near Hug Point. The first Cannon Beach post office was at 
the Austin place (half-way place where travelers stopped for meals and 
lodging). The old cannon still stands there today [nearby - it was 
moved to the highway in 1956]. 


For five years Mary Gerritse carried the mail daily on horseback 
(except Sundays) from Nehalem to Hug Point. The trail was only 20 
inches wide. In 1904, the John Gerritses moved to Seaside and she 
began carrying mail for eight more years. She carried it on horseback 
in the winters and by wagon in the summers. She carried passengers as 
well as mail then. There was no bridge across Elk Creek, so the trips 
were made according to the tide so the team could ford the creek. 


Although there were many deer and bears along the mail trail, 
Mary Gerritse was not afraid of them nor of anything else. She rode 
unarmed with the exception of a jacknife "to defend the mail". 


There was an Indian trail from Nehalem to Seaside. Most of the 
trail that is left is on the north side of Neahkahnie. The grading of 
the road on the south side cut away the trail, so it can't be 
travelled any more. Indians lived in rugged shacks in those days. 
They were friendly to outsiders, but fought among themselves. 


About 1898, Mrs. Gerritse's husband, John, brought his team of 
horses from Nehalem and hauled the cannon out of the ocean to the 
place where it is at the present time [then the old Austin place]. 
Paul Bartel set it in cement. The cannon was on the U. S. Schnooner 
Shark, which was wrecked on September 10, 1846 while attempting to 
sail out of the Columbia River. Cannon Beach was named for that 
cannon." 


Contemporary Newspaper Accounts of Finding the Cannon 


Two other newspaper articles appeared shortly after the cannon 
was found, written in 1898 by old-timer and Clatsop County historian 
William Chance. The first appeared in March 1898, and the second at a 
later date with a line drawing of the cannon with Mrs. Austin standing 
by it, and her house in back (reproduced on the facing page). The 
cannon's carrier (base) was not with it; probably left on the deck. 


fe it was first mounted on some large wooden timbers, as shown in this 
rawing. 


Cannon Beach post office 1899, Lydia Austin, postmaster. 
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CANNON FOUND ON CANNON BEACH 


"Astoria Daily Budget, March 1898 -- William Chance, who is by 
far the best authority upon the early life in Clatsop County, as it 1s 
a pleasure for him to collect and keep the records of such events, has 
furnished the following facts concerning Cannon Beach and they can be 
regarded as authentic. Who first called the beach by this name he 
does not know, but the incidents about which the name was taken he has 
written proof. 


In the summer of 1846, the American sloop-of-war Shark entered 
the Columbia, twenty-five days from Honolulu, and proceeded up to 
Vancouver. On September 10 of the same year, she started to go to sea 
again but ran aground on the South Spit and became a total wreck. All 
on board got to shore in safety, but the sloop soon began to break up, 
the upper portion coming loose from the hull and floating away with 
her twelve cannon on board. 


A few days later, Richard Hobson started down toward Tillamook 
from Clatsop Plains to meet his brother John, who was coming from the 
Willamette valley by way of Tillamook with a band of cattle. On the 
beach opposite where Mrs. Austin's cottage now stands, he found the 
wreck of the Shark, or rather that part that had floated away from the 
South Spit. It was extreme low tide at the time, and he and two 
Indians, who were with him, went on board. There were three cannon 
still aboard, and one they rolled overboard and well upon the beach. 


The other two they got overboard, but the returning tide 
prevented them from getting them upon the shore. The Shark was 
Subsequently burned for the iron that was in her, and many of the 
farming implements used on Clatsop Plains for years afterwards were 
made out of this iron. 


The oddity of its [the cannon's] shape is very noticable, 
especially at the muzzle. It is about 5 feet long, and the diameter 
of the bore is 5 inches. Of what material it is made of is not yet 
decided; some think it to be of iron and others of bronze. As it 
shows no signs of rust or corrosion, the latter would seem the most 
reasonable. 


In connection with the wreck of the Shark, Mr. Chance tells 
another interesting story. When her shipwrecked crew came ashore to 
Astoria and remained here during the greater part of the following 
winter, they erected a house on what is now Bond Street where the 
Delmonico Restaurant building now stands, and for many years 
afterwards this house was known as the Shark house. Among these men 
was a stone cutter, and on one of the big boulders on the beach he 
cut the names of all the shipwrecked crew as well as the incident of 
the wreck. Mr. Chance states that this rock, with its carving, is 


still _on the beach and recently he examined it and found that the 
carving is still there." 


This newspaper account about recovering one cannon from the deck 
wreckage differs from Lt. Neil Howison's report dated February 1, 
1847, unless Midshipman Simes had accompanied the Indians and Richard 
Hobson to the site. The information about Shark Rock seems to confirm 
Sailor's names were carved on the rock beneath the top portion that 


was removed in 1926. This was again referred to in a 1908 newspaper 
article: 


This item appeared on page 5 of the Astorian Daily Budget July 
30, 1908: "According to Mr. Hines, an Oregon Historian, Shark Rock was 
under 14th and Exchange streets in Astoria. He stated that one member 
of the crew was an expert worker in marking rock and saved his kit 
when the Shark vessel wrecked. During the winter months, this man 
assisted in passing his time with cutting out on this rock a history 
of the wreck and the names of all those on board at the time. He 
further stated that Tidal Rock, located at the corner of 15th and 
Commercial streets, had already been almost oblitereated by vandals." 


In 1906 a newspaper article expressed concern about properly 
preserving the cannon: Astoria Daily Budget, Tuesday, August 28, 
1906, page 6: "A few years ago one of the brass cannons, after which 
Cannon Beach was named, was dug out of the sands where it had been 
imbedded for more than fifty years and placed on a _ pedestal at the 
Austin place. It has now been relegated to a corner of the barn, and 
unless some of the historical societies take charge of it, it will 
become lost sight of altogether. Some relic hunting vandal has 
already broken the cascabel off and carried it away. [The cascabel 
was the button on the breech end. ] 


PAUL BARTEL BUILT CEMENT BASE FOR CANNON - 1921 


The hand-written inscription on the cannon's cement mounting is 
fast disappearing from erosion. It reads: 


"Mounted by Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Kirshner 
August 9, 1921 
Work done by Paul Bartel." 


Paul Bartel was a brick mason and built many of the fireplaces in 
Cannon Beach. He and his wife Louise, and daughter Jessie lived on 
the north side of Ecola [Elk] Creek at the SW corner of 6th and Fir. 
He later returned to Tolovana Park where his parents had been early 
homesteaders next to the C. L. Wingard's. [Paul's father was Rudolph 
Bartels, 1833-1911, bornin Germany. He came to. Cannon Beach, then 
Elk Creek Beach, in 1892.] There is a Bartel Road in Tolovana Park. 
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Historic 1821 U. S. Navy relics from the "Shark" 
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The Shark's cannonade, capstan and chock on the original site where 
Jim and Lydia Austin had the first Cannon Beach post office 1891-1901. 


This was taken after 1921, when the cannon and its companion items 
had been mounted on cement by Paul Bartel (August) 9, 1921), 


The cannon was on private property until 1956, when it was donated 

to the public by Mel Goodin of Portland, and moved to U. S. Highway 101 
on an acre donated by George Van Vleet. A bit erroneous Oregon history 
highway sign now accompanies the cannon (see version on back cover). 


The capstan is a vertical cleated drum or cylinder 
revolving on an upright spindle with round sockets 

at the top into which bars were inserted and pushed 
by hand, the rope winding around the Spindle (i.e., 

a hand-operated winch; if horizontal called a windlass). 


The small items (chock, cleat, etc.) appearing in 
this photograph are gone. 


1901-1922 From Cannon Beach, to Ecola, to Cannon Beach 


The evolution of the Cannon Beach post office appeared in Lewis 
A. McArthur's "Oregon Geographic Names", reprinted in the Oregon 
Historical Quarterly, Volume 47 (1946), page 332. 


The first Cannon Beach post office was established on May 29, 
1891, with James P. Austin, postmaster. This office was at Hug Point, 
not far from the spot where the old cannon stands, several miles south 
of the present Cannon Beach city. After Jim Austin died in 1894, his 
widow Lydia A. Austin became postmaster and continued the office until 
it was closed on November 2, 1901. At that time, the area was put on 
a rural route serviced out of Seaside, with an address of "Ecola 
Route, Seaside". | 


In 1910, the residents of Elk Creek (Ecola Route, Seaside) 
petitioned the postal department for a post office of their own. By 
that time there was already a post office in Douglas County using the 
name Elk Creek. So the postal department named the office Ecola, the 
same as the rural route. For many years later, there was an Ecola 
Hotel, and an Ecola Restaurant. The new state park in 1932 was called 
Ecola Park, and in 1974 Elk Creek was renamed Ecola Creek. 


The post office called Ecola was established on November 25, 
1910, with Lester E. Bill, postmaster. It was located in his Bill's 
Hotel, a large log hotel later renamed the Cannon Beach Hotel when it 
was sold to David and Emma Osburn of Corvallis. Their daughter Edna 
married George Frisbie, and from Edna Frisbie, the Cannon Beach 
Conference acquired it. 


When Lester Bill sold his hotel, the Ecola post office was moved 
across the street to a house still standing on the southwest corner 
later Known as the Graydon Pace house, with Louie Crone, postmaster. 


The third Ecola post office was downtown on Hemlock street in a 
store across the street from where Bruce's Candy Kitchen is now, Harry 
L. Harris, postmaster. That building had a gift shop owned by a 
Japanese family who were removed to a detention camp during World War 
II. It housed Woodard's Grocery before it was torn down. 


The fourth Ecola post office was in what is now Osburn's Grocery, 
but was then Lanphere's Grocery, with Eugene C. Lanphere, postmaster. 
That was in the days before zip codes, and Ecola mail was getting 
mixed up with other towns of a similar name like Echo and Eola. The 
residents petitioned the postal department asking the name be changed 
to Cannon Beach, which became effective on May 25, 1922 when Eugene 
Lanphere was postmaster. [Lanphere retired in September, 1934 and 
died in 1938. Orin Bert Cole succeeded him as postmaster of Cannon 
Beach, followed by Marie Marshall. ] 


This is how the name of Cannon Beach moved from Arch Cape in 
1901, to the present city of Cannon Beach location in 1922. [Cannon 
Beach continued to appear on Metsker township maps as at Arch Cape 
until 1930.] After Cannon Beach again had its own post office, a post 
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Not everyone pleased changing Ecola to Cannon Beach. 
The Morning Astorian June 20, 1922, page 3: 
tablet commemorating .this expeditign| 


DROPPING OF NAME {hit cncmortne sein 
ECOLA: IS DEPLORED der which the Chamber . of Com:; 


merce pledgea itself to supofy and! 
Jace in’ appropriate setting on the: 
: : identical spot used as a cainp ote by 
D. A. R. Finds Name Was Ap- 
| plied to Beach Communi- 
ty by Captain Clark. 


these early pioncers. A portion of the 
funds for the tablef.are already avail- 

Membe?s-of-the Astoria Chapter of 
the I), A. R., made a visit, recently, 


able, as well ws for other markinis of 
very important historic spots in Clat. 
sop County. the placing of — whieh 
markings at an early date, has become 
part of a definite fixed progeiim of 
to Ecola, with the object in‘ view. df| the local chapter of the I. A. K. 
locating the exact.spot on which Cap-]- ~ ? 
tain Clark and party made camp on)? 
Le alah fener nine ested Do you know that nine out of Syas 
tracing. made from a drawing in Cap-|'¢0 Case’ pert BA beer e ay 
tain Clark's dairy, and roniethe rheumatism 0 the muac ohich chronic 
attendant description of the prourds rheumatism, neither of RE Sok 
the fadics ‘were able to fix th: In-|2"% tens AAAS ibe : Chan, 
Satin MBE ec thin me harchckt amp may ibe relieved by applying am- 
‘ 1] berlain's Liniment, which makea sleep 


pitched by these pioneers of theland rest possible, and that certainly 
Lewis and Clark expedition. Thiet} means a great deal to any one al- 


are four mounds. at clam shells flicted with rheumatism. 
stillein = existence jn thy istrict Se: 


visited, which mounds indicate the 

site, of fourmer Indian viluges.|. RADICAL8 TALK , SECESSION 
The largeat: mound is south of the} MIRXICO CITY, June 19.—A apro- 
Warren Hotel on the Frank Brallier! posal ‘that the state of Vera Cruz se- 
place, indicating the location of the{cede from the republic of Mexico has 
larger of these ‘villages which the; been made in the’ legislature of that 
Qadians called “Big Town.” The ape-{ state by cA’ radical groups which 
cial purpose of the white man's visit;Claim that they are not adequately or 
to Ecola was to secure oi) from the | justly represented: in the national con- 
carcass of a  vhale, rumors ‘of the|K'CSS. ICR RU ome) Petree ONG wale 
presente of which, on the beach at A resolution ‘demanding’ secession 
Ecola, had reached Fort Clatsop. The] has been. presented to the lexisiature. 
whale, the ‘Indian name for which is|¢emanding that in the “forthcoming 
Ecola, was probably beached just! elections a number of radicals be per: 
south of the creek. Sacajawea de- mitted to stand for the national cham- 
‘sired to accompany the men to Ecola. her of deputies despite a federal rul- 
saying that she had come now, such| that they @re in eligible because 
a long distance, and if she could not of a number of technical reasons 


see the big fish, she would be heart- GERMAN TRADE JUMPS 
broken, s0 Captain Clark gave per- London, June 19.—The rapid recov- 
Aas ig SReSIEG are to nS ors ery of German trade with Chile since 
ZENA dene Lcollcencaas husband $line war is emphasized in a report of 

The arrival at the beach is told hy tbe Scariest olouar. ea pease. 
hate ae pee ; q : oA d Chile like many other countries 
tived ay rahe words: AT" \the report says, owes to British center 
Dye ouas eetral dal his See on nee ane Saint BS Baran ate fac 

bs S itor in the world’s markets today. 
| Crossed a creck 80 yards near “Fivele The first British) firm wee cetali 
rahi in ee eas: whale lished there three-quarters of a cen 
returned to the villae of “Five Cab- by mang sch eT REC ae nace 
ins on the creck which I shall nate not-long in taking up a second posi 
ECOLA., I recrossed Fcola Creekjtion in the field followed in very re 
ly encamped on the bank,’ cent years by the United States. Som. 
foe Vn or Me ueratte ane AnStGry years patare the war srerroany be 
. of ) cola, ¢ present|came a strong competitor of Grea 
rendering’of the Indian name “Ikkol.”| Britain, and the United States stead 
(whale, or hig fish, at) ts _ deplored | ily gained ground. From the outhrea! 
by the Chamber of Commerce, of the war, however, everything wen 


of the D. A. will place a bronze! 


Why Suffer. from: Rheutemiam 


| 
| 
| 
ae the citizens of Ecola, that a pe-jin favor of the United States ai 
| tition was presented at Washington, from 1915 to 3919 they secured al 
i by citizens of Hood River, Portland.| Germany's lost trade plus about | 
and ‘elsewhere who have summer cot- | per cent of the British. 
Manes on the beach, to change the 
ae of Feola to that of Cannon 
! Beach, which petition, has, eal 
| tunately, already been ruled upon by 
) the postal authorities at Washington. | 
ea the name’ Feola as a postoffice| 
is no more. having been changed to | 
‘Cannon Beach. Some of the newer |; : 
residents of Ecola, including ne] 
' 


| 


Gimre’s 
postmaster himsclf affixed their siz 


i 

| vatures to the ill-advised: petition not | é 

‘knowing at the time, the historic ly! 

j value of Captain Clark's original des- | fi hoe Re 

-ivnation, and it is hoped by these \I: ; 

! signers themselves as well as the older | i 

‘citizens of Feoola. that this inadver-] JE 

(tency be remedied) at a very carly! 

_ day, by a reversal of the ruling. if it | 
has been Cactually confirmed } 


office was also established at Arch Cape, and one at Tolovana Park. 
My grandparents, Bert and Helen Dennon, had their store in both the 
third and fourth Ecola post office buildings; the longest where 
Osburn's Grocery is at 240 N. Hemlock. My grandmother sold the store 
to Paul Deuber in 1961 (now Deuber's). 


January 5, 1924 - An attempt to find remaining two Shark cannons. 


Astoria Evening Budget, Monday, January 7, 1924: "Seaside--Jan. 
5, 1924. James Burke and William Pickette of this city will leave 
next week for Cannon Beach where they will endeavor to locate the old 
brass cannons that have rested beneath the sands there for many years. 
According to Burke, the location of the cannons is fairly well 
established in his mind, and with the aid of drilling tools secured 
from the county court, he will drive down through the sand until the 
drills strike resistance. He believes the old cannons can be brought 
to the surface without difficulty. The brass pieces are understood to 
be still secured to the deck of the ill-fated warship that went down 
on the Oregon coast many years ago." [No news of success appeared. ] 


The great Astoria fire on December 8, 1922 leveled the buildings 
that were over the Shark Rock location at 13th and Exchange streets. 
Two organizations, the Astoria chapter of the D.A.R. and the Astoria 
Kiwanis Club became interested in locating and preserving the historic 
rock carvings. 


SHARK ROCK FOUND - JULY 16, 1924 


Thursday, Astorian Budget July 17, 1924, page 1: "Shark Rock, 
relic of early days in the history of Astoria and of Columbia 
navigation, has been found. Last night, John Slotte and George 
Stevens, members of the committee appointed by the Kiwanis Club of 
Astoria to take steps for the excavating the future protection of the 
relic, uncovered it in the sand fill at the corner of 13th and 
Exchange streets. 


Members of the crew of the sloop of war Shark, which was wrecked 
at the south of the Columbia river about 80 years ago, landed at 
Astoria in what was then known as the Bay of Shallows. When they 
landed upon dry ground, they carved the name of their vessel and their 
own names upon a large rock on the river beach. This rock afterward 
became known as Shark Rock. 


When the Astoria seawall was built and the city filled in, the 
rock was covered with sand. Recently at the request of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, the Kiwanis committee undertook the task 
of finding the rock. Considerable digging was necessary before it was 
unearthed. Mr. Slotte and Mr. Stevens were aided in their work by L. 
Carlson and Judge J. Q. A. Bowlby, pioneer residents of Astoria. 
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Finally the rock was found last night [July 16, 1924) and a 
sufficient excavation made to uncover the inscription. The top line, 
bearing the words "The Shark" is plainly legible. The names of the 
survivors of the wreck are not uncovered sufficiently to be legible. 


The Kiwanis Club plans either to remove the rock, to cut off the 
portion with the names inscribed, or to make provisions for protecting 
it in a way which will make the relic accessible." 


A year later, Astorian Budget, June 30, 1925, page 2: 


"Shark Rock yesterday was further uncovered to view more of the 
carving on it being revealed than human eyes have seen in years. 
George Stevens, chairman of the Kiwanis committee which is cooperating 
with the Daughters of the American Revolution is attempting to bring 
about the removal and preservation of the rock, last evening excavated 
about the face bearing the inscription. He removed a considerable 
quantity of sand and found the carving extending over the face of the 
rock for a large space. Owing to water flowing into the excavation, 
he was unable to read a great part of the inscription. The top words, 
however, are easily read. The carving starts: "The Shark was lost -- 
- 1846." A large number of names follow the initial lines. 


Each new excavation reveals added difficulties in the way of 
removing the rock. Those who have examined the rock now believe the 
only way in which the inscriptions can be removed is by splitting off 
that part of the face of the rock bearing the carving." 


TOP OF SHARK ROCK REMOVED AND DISPLAYED - 1926 
Astorian Budget, May 14, 1926, page 1: 


"Shark Rock, the historic fragment of stone upon which the 
survivors of the wrecked sloop of war Shark carved their names in 
1846, has again been fully uncovered, R. M. Gaston of the Kiwanis Club 
having completed the most extensive excavation of the rock since it 
was buried years ago. 


The rock was partially uncovered some time ago, but grading above 
it again covered it with earth. It lies at the edge of a sand fill 
between Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets. 


The Kiwanis Club has ordered a committee to proceed with the work 
of cutting off the portion of the rock bearing the carved 
inscriptions. This work will be done by a local stonecutter early in 
June, when the _ severed portion of the rock will be removed from the 
property by John Slotte and company, so it can be preserved probabl 
in the face of the building which A. C. Miller and J. H. ‘ 


Jeffers 
expect to erect on the property where the rock naturally stood. 


Astorian Budget, Tuesday, June 15, 1926, page 3: 

Historic Rock Split. "The rock at the corner of 13th and 
Exchange known as Shark Rock, was split this morning so that the 
valuable portion of the stone could be removed. It was feared that 
because of the formation of the stone, the writing inscribed on the 
rock would be lost when the smaller and handier piece was cut from the 
main portion. The names of numerous seaman are carved in this TOCK, 
and data concerning three shipwrecks. Two statements concerning 
shipwrecks have been already found, and it is reported a third is also 
on the rock." [Only the top portion of Shark Rock was split off, with 
the two statements referred to, of the wrecks of the Shark and the 
Industry.] The work was done by Paul Thompson, mason, in 2 days. 


Astorian Budget, Thursday, July 15, 1926, page 3: 

"Shark Rock was put in place on its stand in Niagara Avenue Park 
yesterday [July 14, 1926]. The face of the rock, bearing the carved 
inscription, faces east. Final work on the concrete stand will be 
completed this week, and the monument will be ready for dedication at 
the time of the Founder's celebration." 


On Founder's Day, July 22, 1926, the new Astor Column was 
dedicated. Also the World War I Soldier's Memorial, and the Lewis & 
Clark Salt Cairn in Seaside. But no mention was made about dedicating 
Shark Rock during Founder's Day ceremonies; it seems to have been 
overlooked except for photographs which appeared in the newspaper on 
July 20, 1926 and again on November 4, 1926. Five years later, the 
Kiwanis Club unveiled a bronze tablet on the monument, which received 
notice in the newspaper on May 27, 1931, page 1. The following write- 
up about Shark Rock was found in the archives of the Columbia River 
Maritime Museum, authored by J. A. Buchanan of Astoria in 1931. It 
summarizes the history that Shark Rock and the Shark's cannon and 
capstan represents: 


"SHARK ROCK" 


Shakespear says, "there are sermons in stones". Monuments of 
stone have played an important part in the history of the world since 
Jacob set up the stone at Bethel to commemorate his vision of the 
angels and the ladder. 


Probably the most famous of all stones is that of Scone, the 
Stone of Destiny, on which the kings of Scotland were inaugurated from 
1153 to 1458. For more than six hundred years it has been reposing in 
and is one of the attractions of Westminster Abbey. The Pyramids and 
Sphinx were built of stone, and will last for all time. The huge 
stone pillars reared by the Druids in the construction of their 
temples in ancient Britain [Stone Henge, etc.] are still standing, and 
we are often reminded of the Blarney stone of Ireland. 
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In America, the best known stone is Plymouth Rock, near which the 
Pilgrims landed in Massachusetts. Its visitors number into the 
thousands annually. A roof has been placed over it to protect it from 
the elements, and to protect it against vandals and relic hunters a 
strong fence has been erected to enclose it. 


But in Astoria we have at least one stone that will go down in 
history, and in the broad expanse of the Pacific Northwest no natural 
object deserves greater interest than "Shark Rock". 


Early in the year 1846, Commodore Sloat, commanding the Pacific 
Squadron, issued an order for the U. S. Sloop-of-war "Shark", twelve 
euns, Lieutenant Neil M. Howison commanding, "to make an examination 
of the coast, harbors, rivers, soil, productions, climate and 
population of the territory of Oregon." On the 19th of July of that 
year the "Shark" anchored off Astoria. On the 24th she reached Fort 
Vancouver, finding there H.B.M's sloop-of-war "Modeste", Captain 
Baillie, and two barks, and a ship belonging to the Company. 


The "Shark" continued at Fort Vancouver until the 23rd of August, 
Lieutenant Howison's instructions being to leave the mouth of the 
river by the first of September. He was detained reaching Baker's Bay 
until the 8th of September. The 9th was devoted to an examination of 
the bar. On the afternoon of the 10th she attempted to sail out, and 
was wrecked on the south side of the bar. Immense waves crashed over 
her, and the officers and men escaped as best they could. No lives 
were lost, but nothing was saved from the vessel except the ship's 
colors and signal flags. 


The archives of the Oregon Historical Society in Portland contain 
a copy of Lieutenant Howison's report of the wreck. He says: "The 
Shipwrecked crew and officers immediately began the construction of 
winter quarters in Astoria." They erected a large building which was 
located on the beach just west of the Parker House, now known as the 
Western Hotel, on Ninth Street. For many years it was known as "Shark 
House". 


The report continues: "Officers and men had been constantly kept 
exploring the beach from Pt. Adams to the southward, to pick up any 
articles worth saving which would drift ashore from the wreck, but 
seldom found a spar, which the Indians had not already visited and 
robbed of its copper and iron fastenings. Receiving information 
through the Indians that part of the hull with guns upon it had come 
ashore below Killimuks Head, about twenty or thirty miles south of Pt. 
Adams, I sent Midshipman Simes, an enterprising youth, to visit the 
spot. He did so, and reported that the deck, between the mainmast and 
the forehatch, had been stranded and that three of the cannonades 
adhered to this portion of the wreck. He succeeded in getting one 
above high water mark, but the other two were inaccessible on account 
of the surf, and as it would have been utterly impracticable to 
transport any weighty object over the mountain road it was necessary 
to traverse, I of course made no exertions to recover them," 


From that incident Cannon Beach gets its name. It appears that 
the cannonade which Midshipman Simes "succeeded in getting above high 
water mark" was again covered with the drifting sands, and was lost 
for a long period, but about forty years ago it was again uncovered by 
the tides. It was then removed to its present location on the bank, 
well above high water mark. The other two cannonades are still buried 
in the sands of Cannon Beach. 


It will be remembered that it was in 1846 that the treaty was 
made with Great Britain fixing the [U.S.-Canadian] boundary at 49 
degrees north latitude. The treaty was made June 15 of that year, but 
of course it was not known in Oregon, nor to Lieutenant Howison until 
he reached San Francisco, January 27, 1847. Before leaving San 
Francisco, Lieutenant Howison sent to the Provisional Government which 
had been established in Oregon, the stand of colors which had been 
saved from the "Shark". Ina neat and appropriate letter to Governor 
George Abernethy, he said: [from Baker's Bay; see pages 24-26] 


"To display this national emblem, and cheer our citizens in this 
distant territory by its presence, was the principal object of the 
Shark's visit to the Columbia; and it appears to me, therefore highly 
proper that it should henceforth remain with you, as a memento of 
parental regard from the general government. With the fullest 
confidence that it will be received and duly appreciated as such by 
our cmuntrymen here, I do myself the honor of transmitting the flags 
(an ensign and union jack) to your address. Nor can I omit the 
occasion to express my gratification and pride that this relic of my 
late command _ should be emphatically the first United States flag to 
wave over the undisputed and purely American territory of Oregon." 


The shipwrecked crew was brought to Astoria and while they were 
building winter quarters, they encamped near the rock which bears the 
name of their ship, "Shark Rock", because of the inscription they cut 


on its face: "The Shark was lost Sept. 10, 1846." The second 
inscription, which seems to have been forgotten, was cut in 1865, and 
reads as follows: "The Industry was lost March 16, 1865. Lives lost 
Lia oavedaic. 


More than fifty years ago the little bay which originally 
extended to where the Y.M.C.A. building now stands, where the "Dolly" 
was launched in 1811, was filled with sand and the rock completely 
covered. Business structures were erected above it. The great fire 
of December 8, 1922 swept the buildings away, leaving the sand bare. 
After two or three years there was talk of erecting permanent 
buildings on the spot. It was then that the Kiwanis Club began the 
agitation of uncovering the rock and preserving it for posterity. 


In the spring of 1926 the rock was located and uncovered by 
members of the Kiwanis Club. The top, weighing several tons, was cut 
off and transported to the park on Niagara Avenue, between Seventh and 
Eighth Steets, and mounted on a concrete base. 
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SHARK - INDUSTRY ROCK MONUMENT 
As it appeared in Niagara Park from 1926 to 1965. 


The top of Shark Rock was cut off from the larger portion (under 13th 
and Exchange Streets) on June 15, 1926 by Paul Thompson for the 
Astoria Kiwanis Club, who installed it on this monument July 14, 1926 
for dedication on Founder's Day July 22, 1926 (the same day that the 
Astor Column was dedicated). 


Later, the bronze plaque was installed by the Kiwanis Club, dedicated 
on May 28, 1931. 


Shark Rock was removed from this monument in 1965, and is now on 
display in the Columbia River Maritime Museum. 
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During the present year [1931] the club secured a bronze tablet, 
which was made in Astoria, and installed on the concrete base. On the 
28th of May, 1931 the tablet was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies. 
The tablet reads as follows: 


SHARK ROCK 


The inscription cut by the survivors of the U.S. Sloop- 
of-war "Shark", wrecked on the south side of the 
Columbia river bar, September 10, 1846. Second 
inscription cut by survivors of the "Industry". 
Originally located near corner of 13th and Exchange 
Streets. Covered by sand fifty years. Located, 
excavated, top removed and transferred to this location 
by the Astoria Kiwanis Club, June 1926. 


THE CANNON, Cannon Beach's First Newspaper 1949-1950 


Jim Dennon published the first newspaper in Cannon Beach. The 
school gymnasium was built and the Highway 101 bypass constructed 
during those years. The newspaper boosted Cannon Beach in general, 
but was mainly remembered for advocating the incorporation of Cannon 
Beach as a city, which was very controversial. The County Court had 
requested the residents to incorporate since 1930, but they had 
preferred not to. Henry Kreis, a Portland attorney, wrote letters to 
the editor promoting Cannon Beach becoming a city, editorially 
endorsed by the paper. The Shark's cannon was on the newspaper logo, 
sometimes shown shooting a cannon-ball. An article about the Shark 
and cannon appeared in a 1950 issue. Cannon Beach now has a bi- 
monthly newspaper, the Cannon Gazette, begun in 1977. 


TWO REPLICAS OF SHARK'S CANNON CAST - 1952 


In 1952, two replicas of the Shark's cannon were cast and mounted 
with plaques at the north and south entrances to Cannon Beach. 
[By the Cannon Beach Commercial Club, December 15, 1952.] 


CANNON BEACH INCORPORATED 1955 


Astorian Budget December 10, 1955, page 1. The residents of 
Cannon Beach decided to incorporate their community in an election 
held Friday, December 9, 1955, by a margin of 193 to 110. Out of a 
possible 320 voters, 303 cast ballots. 


Cannon Beach officially became a city on March 6, 1957. 
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FIREMEN S DINNER SUCCESS 

Oct. 20—-The second annual 
firemen’s benefit dinner was very 
successful aocording to Volun- 
teer Fire Dept, officials today. 

Out-of-town response was be- 
l{eved much better than theprev- 
fous year. Guests from many 
cities attended, including those 
from Portland and Seaside. Many 
had to wait in line, as the tab- 
les were full nearly all of the 
time. The dinner consisted of 
delictopsly cooked salmon, 

The door prize was reported 
to have been won by Mr. and 
Mrs, Robert Meyers, 


GENERAL ELECTION 
TUESDAY, NOV. 7 
COMMUNITY HALL 


Community Hall Polling Place 

Oct. 24—-Tuesday, November 
7 a generai election will be 
held at the polling place, the 
community hall, from 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m 


Officers, Measures Outlined 

Sixteen officers will be ei- 
ected and nine measures submit- 
ted for approval or rejection. 
The most publicized measures 
are ‘Increasing Basic:Schooi 
Support Fund’, ‘Providing Uni- 
form Standard Time in Oregon’ 
and ‘Making the Sale of Pro- 
motively Advertised Alcoholic 
Beverage Unlawful.’ 

Candidates for United States 
Senator are Sen. Wayne Morse 
(Rep.), Howard Latourette (Dem, * 
and Harlin Talbert (Prog.). 
Representative in Congress are 
Roy R. Hewett (Dem.) and Rep, 
Walter Norblad (Rep.). In the 
race for the Governorship are 
Governor Douglas McKay Rep.) 
and Austin F, Flegel (Dem.) 

Running for State Senator 
from this District {1s Senator 
R. D. Holmes (Dem.) and George 
S,. Gray (Rep.). Hopefuls for 
State Representative are Joseph 
M. Dyer (Rep.) and Frank H, 
Wooden (Dem. ) ' 


Clatsop Registration Highest 

Registrations in Clatsop 
County hit an alletime high 
this year, Total registration 
for Clatsop County is 15,389, 
Republicans hold a 179-voter 
lead, with 7699 in comparison 
with 7520 Democrats, This is 
the smallest gap in the county’ s 
history, Republicans led by 422 
Pebruary 8 of this year. 

1948 registration was 14,496 
—now 15,389 or about 1,000 up. 
Clatsop County 1950 census was 
30,571, so 50 per cent of its 
inhabitants (including minors) 
are registered. This is a bet- 
ter record than the 46.4 per 
cent national registration re- 
cord in 1948, 

The local board. anticipates 
4 bigger percentage of regist- 
rants voting this election. 
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‘Cannon Beach’ s Own Newspaper 
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PRINCIPAL OLE WELD ATTENOS 


Oct. 18 (Special)—Principal 
of the Cannon Beach Schuol, Mr. 
Ole Wold spent Monday an‘ Tues- 
day, October 16 and 17 ut the 
State Elementary Principals’ 
Conference at Salem, 

Topics discussed were greater 
understanding between parent and 
teacher to work toward the best 
possible education of the childe 
ren, great parent participation 
and’ understanding in the school, 
the preparation of American 
Youth to pruserve democracy and 
Pregoees Basic School Support 

aw. \ 


School Program 
Features United Nations 


Oct. 24 (Special)—Students 
of Cannon Beach School will give 
a Musical Program at the schod 
On Sunday afternoon, October 
29, at 3 o’clock. -All grades 
will participate in singing 
songs to represent the various 
nations in the United Nations, 


Students Sign Freedom Schroll 

Recently, Freedom Schrolls 
wore signed by all the students 
and flown to Germany, Al] names 
are enshrined in the base of the 
Freedom Bell in Berlin, 


Everyone Invited < 

All parents and members of 
Cannon Beach Community hre very 
cordially invited to the program 


and it is hoped that all will 
attend, 


t issue facing us today, 


6 ton our street, 


ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS’ CONFERENCE 


Che Cannon 


TIMEE CENTS Cory 


TODAY’S BEST HOPE FOR PEACE -- 
- U.N. PLUS YOU 


SDAY, October 44 of this year people of many races and 


ocus attention on the achievements of the Un- 
which came {nto being because of man's resur- 
w und better world tn days to come. 


hat the maintenance of peace in the world is 


let us pledge our- 


Beach to work together to advance the idea 


in our homes and in our comn- 


Mrs. Wold; Sixth Grade 


To Demonstrate Science 


No School During Institute 
Clatsop and Tiliamook County 
Elementary Teachers Institute 
will be held in Seaside, Monday 
and Tuesday, November 6 and 7, 


irs, Wold to Demonstrate Science 

Cannon Beach School Teacher, 
Mrs, Mary Woid has been asked to 
demonstrate the teaching of 6th 
grade science to ail the sixth 
grade teachers of the two 
counties. Mrs. Wold has asked 
the sixth grade in our school to 
assist her in the demonstration. 


Students to Participate 
Students participating will 
be, Mary Heller, Barbara Munson, 
Isabel McNeil, Keith-Simon, 
Pauline Major, Bill Jacobsen, 
Judy Sawyer, Jimmy Markham, Hugh 
Lyle, Marlene Ordway, Charles 
Cade, Arvis Marlman, Sandra 
Firebaugh and Jerry Senske, 
Mrs, Wold performed a similar 
function in working for a Mas- 
ter's Degree in Science from 
Northwestern University. 


OREGON CHILDREN 
NEED 


An October, 1950 issue of Cannon Beach's first newspaper. 


NEW VAR-ITYPE 
PHOTO-OFFSET 
IMPROVEMENTS 


This week TIE CANNON intro- 
duces to its readers a new im- 
provement—new composition per- 
formed on the versatile ‘cold 
type’ VARI-TYPER composang 
mach he. 


To Supplant Typewriter: 

It will supplant the 20 
inch carriage Underwood type- 
writer which has been used by 
The Cannon for the past year or 
so in newspaper composing. 

The machine looks similar to 
a streamlined typewriter and 
has the standard letter key- 
board.....but that is where the 
resemblante ends. 


Linotype-like Composition 

Electrically operated, the 
Vari-Typer produces linotype 
like composition such as this 
1% point Tribune News style, 
and is so versatile that hun- 
dreds of type styles and sizes 
may be obtained, with variable 
letter spacing and line spac- 
ings. The only one in this 
particular section of the Oregon 
Coast, it will allow THE CANNON 
to broaden its services in com- 
position heretofore impossible. 


Photo Offset Hethod Used 

Another improvement is that 
this week THE CANNON was print- 
ed entirely by the photo offset 
method, whereas only the adver- 
tisements before have been. Al-~ 
though more expensive, it is a 
much better methcd. than direct 
plates, as can be seen in com- 
parison with previously pub- 
lished issues, 


EDITOR’ S NOTE; If you cannot 
grasp the foregoing: mumbo-jumbo 
+ee- you do know one thing—the 
paper looks much better. 


Public Dance 


Oct. 2@4--The American Legion 
and Auxiiiary of. Cannon Beach 
Post No. 168 will present a 
public beneft dance in the new 
Legion hall scheduled for Sat- 
urday, October 28, 

The first «vent taking place 
in the new but unfinished build- 
ing, refreshments, gvod music 
and a door prize will be feat- 
ured, 


SENATOR AT | 
P.T.A. MEET 


Oct. 16 (Specviail—Senator 
Robert D. Holmes spoke to an 
attentive group at the regular 
Parent-Teacher Association 
meeting Monday evening on the 
Basic School Fund Increase. : 

It was the first business 
meeting of the year, 

Mrs. W. J. North has resigned 
as president due to her moving 
to Portland for the winter, Mrs. 
J. V, Waverly, first vice-presi- 
dent will have charge of the 
next meeting,. 

Refreshments were served by 
the 7th and 8th grade parenta. 

Mr, Emmette Towler, County 
School Superintendent was also 
a featured speaker, 


“eo Ti Somber 34 


Mr. and Mrs. Bud Dennon left 
Tuesday for Eastern Oregon and 
Idaho, where Mr. Dennon went 
pheasant hunting, returning 
Saturday morning. 


Pare 4 


WAVAL RECORDS DISCLOSE ORIGIN. 


visited belatiir and elec: | OF OLD CANNON AND CAPSTAN 


fIAdS. BEATTY 
INSTRUCTOR 


* THE OiiGUNIAN, CANNON BEACH, 
Oct. 11 (Special;—Maj, Stanley 
Beatty left Tuesday for Georgia 
where he will be an instructor 
at Camp Gordon, . Major and Mrs, 
Beatty came here to live in 1948, 

Major Beatty served in World 

Wars I and II, In 1949 he was 
one of the guards at President 
Truman's inauguration, Major 

_Beatty served with the British 
8th army on the staff of Field 
Marshall Montgomery in World 
War II in Italy, Normandy, 
North Africa, Sicily, France, 
Germany and Greece. Of the 30 
years he has been in the army 
approximately 16 years have been 

spent. in Europe, he said. 


which was named after it. 


the Columbia River. 


“ALL WILL COME OUT 
IN THE WASHING” 


---And cleaning, 
too! Cannon Beach 
Cleaners are fully ; 
equipped to offer expert 
dry cleaning plus the ec- 
onomical Self-Service 
Laundry. We also do hat 
blocking, dying andé preas- 
ing, and many othsr ser- 
vices. Pick up and de- 
livery service. 
See u3S today! 


PHONE 542 
CANNON BEACH CLEANERS 


The following is the naval 
account of the origination of 
the old cannon found South of 
the present town of Cannon Beach 


On April Ist, 1846, Lt. Neil 
M. Howison, who was in command 
of the U. 8S. Schooner SHARK, 
which was a part of the Pnacilic 
Squadron, was ordered to pro- 
ceed to Honolulu with his ves- 
sel for repairs and to procure 
two good whale boats andas 
much provisions as he could 
stow and then to sail direct to 
He was in- 
structed to ascend the Columbia 
as far as the Willamette and 
with a party of officers visit 
the valley of that river, en- 
quir:? us to the disposition of 
the people living there, rela- 
tive strength of those friendly 
to the United States, and those 


}cands at the mouth of the river 


,miles beyond that place, ‘here 


'er’s Bay until January 18, 1847, 


DEPENDABLE BURNER OILS 


SERVICE OIL CO. 


Iriendly to Great Britain] ex- 
tent, character, and tendency 
of emigration from the United 
States and from other quarters; 
and condition and prosperity of 
the territory; He was to for- 
ward journals of their observe 
ations in which he would notice 
settlements and establishments; 
forts and trading houses under 
the auspices of the British; the 
soil, climate, and natural pro- 
ductions. To quote Commodore 
Sloat in his detailed orders: 
**The object of your visit to 
Oregon is to obtain correct in- 
formation of that country a nd 
to cheer our citizens in that 
region by the presence of the 


Howison made gw *gporf to nis 
Commander-inrChtSt relative tu 
the cruise of the SHARK, his 
explorations in’ the Oregon 
country, the loss of the vessel 
and his return to San Francisco. 
In this he refers to his report 
of September 21st in which-he 
gave the circumstances of the 
wrecking of the SHARK, but we 
have been unable to locate that 
report. 7 
The report of February lst 
referred to in this letter is 
rinted in full in the Quarter- 
y of the Oregon Hnstorical 
Society, Vol. XIV, March 1913, 
and some letters by one of the 
survivors, Burr Osborn, are 


American flag. found in Vol, XIV, December 
The SHARK was thoroughly re-} 1913. 

paired and newly coppered and A court of inquiry was held 

ready to sali June 2rd ond ar-! but no blame imputed. 


rived in Oregon about thir t y| NOTE: A cannon from the 
miles above the mouth of the! SHARK washed ashore near its 
Columbja July 15th. - Lt. Howl-} present locationen Kent Price 
son had been warned that the] Park, which later renamed this 
town from ‘Ecola' to its jes- 
had shifted considerably since| ent name of CANNON BEACH. - 
Wilkes made his exploration s dead . 

there so he spent some time in ‘ 

exploring before crossing the} "RS. ARNOLD VISITING 

bar to proceed up the river. Oct. 13—Mr. and Mrs. Prank 
He then sailed up to Astoria] Arnold were guests at the home 
where he stayed from July 19th] of Mrs. D. C. Arnold for a few 
to 22nd, to explore the section| days last week. Mrs. Arnold 
thereabouts. Then he went on to| plans to visit with them at: 
Fort Vancouver, and, finally six} Yakima, Wash. for a couple of 
weeks. Mr, Arnold is her son, 


BE SURE TO READ THE CLASSIFIEDS: 


he was forced to return with his 
vessel to Vancouver and visit 
Oregon City without her, 

Lt. Howison’s orders were to ss 
come out of the Columbia not 
later than September 1st, con-~ 
seuently he left Vancouver Aug- 
ust 23rd but diz not reach Bak- 
er’s Bay at its mouth until 
Edptember 8th. The 9th was de- 
voted to observations on the 
bar and preparations for cross 
it, and on the 10th the attempt 
was made and resulted in the 

ss of the schoiner 

Lt. 'Nowison with all his 
officers and crew was saved and 
remained at Astoria until Nov- 
ember when they boarded a Hud- 
son’s Bay Company schooner, the 
CADBORO, which they had -charter-: 
ed to take them to San Francisr 
co, but owing to bad weather 
they were unable to leave Bak- 


SERVING YOU © 


THE KEY 
TO TOP VALUES! 


and did not arrive at San Frane 
cisco until the 27th. 
On February ist, 1847, Lt. 


Unlock the door to op- 
portunity! Do your buy- 
ing and selling through 
want ads for values, say- 
ings, profits! Start the 
WANT-AD habit now! 


Place your ads today) 


The Cannon 
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CANNON DONATED TO PUBLIC IN 1956 


From 1898 until 1956, the Shark's cannon had been on private 
property. In 1956, Mel Goodin of Portland donated the cannon to tiie 
public, and it was moved to an acre of land alongside U. S. Highway 
101 donated by George Van Vleet, where a highway Oregon history marker 
was placed. The Cannon Beach Garden Club was instrumental in the 
eannon's relocation, and the dedication which occured on July 18, 
1956. 


Dating from 1821 when the schooner Shark was built, the cannon is 
one of the oldest historical artifacts in the Pacific Northwest. Both 
the cannon and capstan seem to have some iron content and are 
deteriorating. The smaller metal pieces that were with them and seen 
in older photographs are no longer there. The inscription in the 
cement mounting is eroding away. I hope some consideration will be 
given to better preserving this worthy relic for future generations to 
enjoy. 


SHARK ROCK MOVED TO COLUMBIA RIVER MARITIME MUSEUM IN 1965 


The portion of Shark Rock that had been cut away from its buried 
location at 13th and Exchange streets and mounted in Niagara Park for 
the Founder's Day celebration in July 1926, was moved for more 
appropriate and prominent display in the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum in 1965. Many more visitors to the area have seen it at the 
Maritime Museum than would have, had it remained outside in the 
weather at Niagara Park. 


SHARK OFFICER'S SWORD FOUND ON SOUTH SPIT 


Also on display at the Maritime Museum alongside Shark Rock is an 
officer's sword believed to have belonged to one of the Shark's 
officers. John Johnson, then principal of Warrenton High School, was 
walking along the beach when he found the sword, rusted in the 
scabbard so it cannot be drawn out. It was found fairly high up on 
the beach, where it had apparently been uncovered by a big wave. Sand 
had not yet blown to cover it up again. The location was about a 
quarter mile south of the south jetty. 


The sword has been identified as the type adopted by the U. S. 
Navy in 1841 and in use until 1852. Only two Navy vessels had wrecked 
at the mouth of the Columbia river in that time frame, the Peacock 
in 1841, and the Shark in 1846. The Peacock had wrecked on the north 
Side of the river. The Shark wrecked on the south side in 1846 when 


it was much more likely that a Shark officer would have had this 
particular sword, 


Abercrombie, W., 31 
Abernethy, Gov. George, 21-26, 45 
Adair, Morris, 53 

Adams, Lt. Samuel W. 
Austin, James P., 2,3,30-39, 53 
Austin, Fannie S., 31 
Austin, Lydia A., 2,31-39 
BavpDiteely dia Ay edl 

Baillie, Capt. Thomas, 10,18 
Baring & Brothers, 18 
Barielee Paulo. 54707736 
Bartoldus ares 7 

Biddle, Commodore James, 6 
Bigelow, Lt. Abraham, 6 
Bill, Lester E., 39 

Bowlby, Judge J. Q. A., 5,41 
BuchanarinedesAy eo 
BDullockeeuie weed 

Burke, James, 41 

Garson ian al 

Chance, William, 34,35, 36 
Chapelle, Howard I., 5 
Cloutrie (Klootchie), A.J. ,28,31 
Cole, Orin Bert, 39 

Gotton, Joe, 23 

Crone, Louie, 39 

Crosby, Captain Nathaniel, 9 
Davidson, Midshipman, 15,23 
Dennon, Bert & Helen, 41 
Dennon, Jim, 47 

Deuber, Paul, 41 

Dornin, Lt. Aloysius, 6 
Doughty, William, 5 
Douglass, Mr., 10 

Eagle, Ut. Henry 7.0 
Eberman, Fannie S., 31 
Eberman, Ninian, 29,32,33 
Fisher, Rev. Ezra, 17 
Frisbie, George & Edna, 39 
Gary  shey ..Georceyes, ./ 
Gaston, R. M., 42 

George, Indian, 10 

Gerritse, John, 2,33,34 
Gerritse, Mary, 2,33,34 
Getchel, George, 23 
Gillespie, Midshipman, 23 
Goodin, Mel, 2,38, 50 

Gower, Mayor Gerald, 53 
Gray; Wo Hyd 

Green, Mrs. Garnet, 53 
Halderman, Bertha Hobson, 29 
Hapms mtlarLyeesy os 
Harvey, Dr. Ed, 53 

Hines, Mr., 37 


Hobson, Emma, 31 

Hobson, John, 29, 32,33, 36 
Hobson, Richard, 29,35, 36 
Howerton, Norman A., 5,14 
Howison, Lt. Neil M., 2,6-28,44, 49 
Hudson, Capt. William L., 6 
MUdSOn el hel ao 
Iglehart, John P., 13 
Indian George, 10 

Indians, 10,16,21,28,35, 44 
Jetiers, J. Ha, 242 
Johnson, Bruce, 29 
Johnson, John, 3,50 
Kirshner, Rudolph, 37 
Kontz, Donald Ee. ud 
Kreis, Henry, 47 
Lanphere, Eugene C., 39 
Lattie, Alexandre, 9,10,28 
Lattie, Elizabeth, 28 
Lattie, William, 28 

Lewis & Clark, 17,29,40 
Logan wee obeel e29 
EOVelGy ee eo 
LUCemGOeCOrse moe Tao 
Marshall, Marie, 39,53 
McArthur, Lewis A., 39 
McClure, Col. John, 18,24 
McEver, James, 15,23 
McGuire, Judge, 31 
McKennon, Dallas, 53 
McLoughlin Dre sl2 
MillertwAzeG,. 42 

Mott, Captain, 9 

Norms, Lt. Otho, 6 
OsSboriveo urn mos | Unt peas 
Osburn, David & Emma, 39 
Osburn (grocery), 39,41 
Pace, Graydon, 39 

Perry, Lt. Mathew C., 6 
Pickette, William, 41 

Polk, President, 7 

Porter, Commodore David, 6 
Powers, John, 23 

Rathbun, George, 13 
Sauls, James D., 9 

Sauter, John, 29 

SCUGTION Pula Wolo es 
Settem, Leon, 53 

Sikkas, (Mrs. Lattie), 28 
Simes, Midshipman, 2,21,23, 33, 44,45 
Sloat, Commodore, 2,7, 49 
Slotte, John, 41 

Smith, Msgr. George, 53 
Smith, Solomon Howard, 16 
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Spaulding, Rov. lists no 
Stevens, Alexander, 13 
Stevens, George, 41,42 
Stevens, Lt. Thomas H., 6 
Sullivan, Arthur, 53 
Thompson, Paul, 43, 46 
Tice. John, 13 

Tilton, Andrew, 13 

Van Dyke, Rev. Ray, 53 
Van Vleet, George, 2, 38,50 
Voorhees, Lt. Ralph, 6 
Warren, Daniel K., 29 
Watkins, Barbara, 53 
Whitesell, John, 13 

Wilkes, Lt. Charles, 6,8,9,10 
Wingard ,.C. La,3/ 
Woodard, (grocery), 39,41 


JAMES P. AUSTIN - Biographical 
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17 Apr 1848 born in Canada 
26 Aug 1877 married at Snohomish, Wash. to Fannie 8. Eberman, 
daughter of Ninian Eberman and Emma Hobson 
24 Feb 1882 appointed fifth postmaster of Seaside; post office at 
his "Austin House" hotel; helped name "Sea Side". 
12 Apr 1884 __ only son died. 
30 Jun 1884 only daughter born, in Seaside, Edith M. Austin. 
(married James Whalen in Lebanon, Ore. 1909, 
died in Seaside, 19 Nov 1959 - Evergreen Cm.) 
20 Mar 1886 became naturalized U.S. citizen at Astoria, 
Clatsop County Court. 
21 Feb 1889 divorced; he was awarded custody of 5-yr old daughter, 
sent to be raised by relatives at Brandon, Wisconsin. 
Sep 1889 married to Lydia A. Babbit 
early 1891 sold "Austin House" hotel to Judge McGuire, who 
renamed it the McGuire Hotel. 
moved to "Elk Creek Country" south of Hug Point and 
built "Ocean View House". 
29 May 1891 appointed first postmaster, and named "Cannon Beach". 
first Cannon Beach postmaster, 1891-1894. 
14 Aug 1891 newspaper announcement of new Cannon Beach post office. 
1891-1894 unsuccessfully searched for the cannon. 
7 May 1894 died at home of W. Abercrombie at Astoria of 
tuberculosis. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery. 
1894 - 1901 Lydia A. Austin, second Cannon Beach postmaster. 
29 May 1850 Fannie S. (Eberman) Austin, born in Seaside. 
28 May 1935 Fannie S. Austin died at Seaside, buried in Clatsop 
Pioneer Cemetery (where parents are buried). 
9 Apr 1941 Austin residence at 300 S. Seventh (Holladay) in Seaside, 


then oldest house in Seaside, torn down. 
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First CB Post Office 


ARCH CAPE — The Cannon Beach Historical 
Society will dedicate the site of Cannon Beach's 
first Post Office here at 2:30.p.m. Monday. The 
site is on land now owned by Arthur Sullivan in 
the first clump of houses at Arch Cape which lie 
just past milepost 34: and just across from the 
cannon historical marker. 


’ Dallas McKennon is in charge of the dedication 


ceremonies. They will feature comments. by 


Cannon Beach Mayor Gerald Gower, Cannon 
Beach Postmaster Marie Marshall; Chairman of 
the Clatsop County Historical Advisory Com- 
mittee, Dr. Ed Harvey; Cannon Beach Historical 
Society President Barkara Watkins; Mrs 
Garnet Green, of Astoria and-the Rev. Ray Van 
Dyke, Cannon Beach and Msgr. George Smith, of 
Arch Cape. 


The first Cannon Beach: Post Office was 


established on May 29, 1891 by an English im- 
migrant by the name of James P. Austin. At that 
time, the area from Arch Cape through Cannon 
Beach was called Ecola. Austin's Post*Office 
was also his house, a hotel anda general store. 

The Cannon Beach Historical ty .pin- 
pointed the site of the old Post Office fhrough the 
memory of Mrs. Green who trekked to the Austin 
Post Office for the mail when she was a child. 

According to Morris: Adair, the Austin Post 
Office was discontinued Nov. 30, 1901 when Rural 
Free Delivery was established. At that time 
another Post Office was established in what is 
now Cannon Beach, which was then called Ecola. 
Cannon Beach did not receive its present name 
until May 25, 1922. 

The marker designating the Post Office site 
was set up by Donald FE. Kontz, Cannon Beach, 
and Leon Settem 


Daily Astorian, May 25, 1972, page 11. 
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The highway marker sign at the original cannon site, updated for 
historical accuracy: 


OREGON HISTORY - CANNON BEACH 


Lt. Neil M. Howison, USN, arrived in the Columbia river 18 July 
1846 on board the 198-ton United States Schooner "Shark" for the 
purpose of making an investigation of the Oregon country and being an 
American presence relative to the U.S.-Canadian border set at 49 
degrees north latitude by treaty on 15 June 1846, 


The "Shark" was wrecked attempting to leave the Columbia on 10 
September 1846. In an_ effort to get the ship off the spit, the two 
masts were chopped down and some cannons were jettisoned, but she 
began to break up and the crew took to her boats. Part of her deck, 
with this iron cannon, drifted ashore south of Tillamook Head near 
this location; thus giving the name to Cannon Beach. 


This book brings together the fascinating history of the United States 
Schooner Shark's visit to Oregon in 1846: the ordeal of its crew 
after it wrecked on South Spit, the history of Shark Rock, and of the 
cannon for which Cannon Beach is named. 


Jim Austin named Cannon Beach in 1891, BEFORE the cannon was found. 
Cannon Beach was originally at Arch Cape, 1891 to 1901. 


George Luce of Nehalem, mailman, found the cannon in January, 1898. 
The Shark's cannon _ is one of the oldest historical artifacts in the 
Pacific Northwest, dating from 1821. It was already one hundred years 
old when Paul Bartel built the cement base for it in 1921. 


Shark Rock, inscribed in 1846, was found in 1924; now on 


displa t 
the Columbia River Maritime Museum. Cl 


